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INIFPERENT reaſons beſt known to the author himſelf, have? : 


In their preparation for that ſolemn ordinance, into a ſummary 
view of thoſe great and fundamental truths, neceſſary to be 
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. occaſioned this publication. Thoſe who, upon a careful 
peruſal, ſhall be fatizhed with the performance itſelf, will have lit- 
tle att iet about what theſe. may happen to be; and thoſe who 
read it with a deſign to pick a quarrel, deſerve rather to have their 
humour deſpiſed, than gratiſied. The more intelligent reader, 
may perhaps, find but a few things altogether new in this compo- 
ſure, nor indeed has the author any deſire to amuſe with uninte- 
reſting novelties. But if thoſe who err from the truth, ceaſe not to 
republiſh and diſſeminate in ſome modern dreſe, the old Pelagian 
and Socinian herefies, which have been frequently refuted and con- 
demned by the church of Chriſt, ſurely thoſe who hold the truth in 
the love of it, ought to be at leaſt as zealons in their efforts to e- 
ſtabliſh Chriſtians, that they be not carried about with diverſe and 
ſtrange doctrines.— The only Sacramental Catechiſm in the hands 
of the people of this country, is Mr, Williſon's : Thoſe, however, 
who are acquainted with that performance, may profitably peruſe 
this notwithſtanding, as there ts not one anſwer the ſame in both, 
ſo far as I remember. ——The moſt of writers upon the ſacrament 
o K Lord's Supper, have confined themſelves too ſtrictly to that 
ciſe ſubje&, without taking along a diſtinct consideration of the 
other doctrines with which it is eſſentially connected, and with- 
ut a particular explication whereof, the Sacrament cannot be 
duly underſtood. L have therefore endeavoured to lead Chriſtians 


-_ 


known in order to diſtinct and profitable communicating; and the 
whole of theſe connected together, comprehend the moſt materia! 
points of vital religion. In explaining the Covenant of Grace, I 
have chiefly followed the celebrated Witſius, Dr. Ridgely, Dr. 
Gill, the old Mr. Boſton, &c. becaule, as J apprehend, they have, 
more cloſely than many others, adhered to the views and expreſ- 
ſions uſed in holy ſcripture, upon that important ſubje&t.——Upon 
the Whole: It is preſumed, That the treaſure and variety of di- 
vine truths contained in the following ſheets, ſhould intitle this 
Catechiſm to more than one curfory review. It is therefore ear- 
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SACRAMENTAL CATECHISM. = 


"uf W. ! is . and N agritmen, 
between different — upon; certain terms, expreffed, 
Q How mam Covenants for fe and happineſs to mum, 
are mentioned in ſcripture? 
0 A. Two; and with referencè to theſe; we tead of but 
two public perſons, the firſt and ſecond Adams. 
* With whom was the firſt Covenant mudes 
With Adam, as repreſenting his natural poſterity, . 1 
in Thos they all were both letinally and federally. _ | | 
Q. How does it appear that Adam in this Covenant re- 
preſented all mankind def, cending from him by or dinary ge- 
neration? 
A. From Adam being a type and figure of him that 
was to come, that is Chtiſi, who is called the ſecond m4 * 5 
and the laſt Adam; and theſe are repreſented as if tet. 
only two men in the World, becauſe the two heads of , 
their reſpective offspring: From the threatning taking 
place upon the fin of Adam, not on himſelf. only, but on 
all his ſucceeding pofteriry 3 ; and it is nd Unit l thing 
with God to wake over covenants to men, and their 
Children 8 as to Noah, Gen. ix. 9. to Abraham, | 
Gen. xvii. 7. to lfrael, Deut. xxix. 14 ITS 
50. e: is this Coornth! ufually called 
1 it is called the Covenant of innocence, the Cove- 
pant of Works, the Covenant of life, and ee the 
Law or legal Covenant. 
Q IWhy has it been called the Covenant of innocence 2 
. Becauſe made with man in his upright ſtate; and 
J by as long as he kept this Covenant, continued inno- 
cent; but when he broke it, he was ho more fo, 
Q. Why called the Covenant of avorks ? 
4. Becauſe good works were required as the condition 
Wot tt, nor was there proviſion made for any difplay of 3 
N grace, in caſe of tranſgreſſion. _ 
RA ED 4 2 | | Q. Why 2 


” 


| ligation of a law. 


leſt he 


4 Of the Covenant of Works, 
Q. Why is it ſometimes deſigned the Covenant of life 
A. Becauſe life was the reward promiſed for keeping it. 
Q. And why does the Apofile call it THE LAW ? 
A. Becauſe it likewiſe had the obligation of a law, be- 
ing made with a ſubject, who was neceſſarily boand to 
comply with the demands thereof. 

10 Q What kind of obedience was required in this Co- 
venant? 5 | 5 | 

A. Perſonal, perfeQ, and perpetual obedience to the 


law of nature written on man's heart in creation, and to 


other poſitive laws revealed to him. 5 A 
Q. Vas this obedience, as the condition of the covenant, 


20 be fo perpetual as newer to have had an end? 


A. His obedience was indeed te be without any inter- 


tuption, ſo long as be continued in a ſtate of probation : 
But when his trial was over, then, though the ſame obe- 


dience was to be performed for ever, it was not to be 
conſidered as the condition of a covenant, but as the ob- 
Q. How long was this probationary Nate to continue © 
A. We are not able to determine; ſome ſuppoſe it 
would have been, till Adam had children capable of o- 
bedience in their own perſons : others conjeCture, it was 
to have been no longer, than while the fruit of that ſea- | 
ſon, hung upon the forbidden tree. 55 | | 
Q. What life was promiſed, as the reward for keeping it? 
A. Life natural, ſpiritual, and eternal, 
Q. What puniſhment was threatned for breaking of it ? 
A. Death, in its utmoſt latitude and duration. 
15 Q. Was there any ſeal or ſacrament annexed to the 
firſt covenant ? e . 
A. Yes; the tree of life was a ſactament or ordinance | 
to confirm Adam's faith, that if he fulfilled the condition 
of the covenant, he ſhould certainly obtain the blefling 
promiſed therein. „ | 
Q But if Adam had eat of the tree of life, after he ſin- 
ned, ſhould he upon that account have lived for ever ? 
A. By no means ; God drove the man out of paradiſe, 
| ſhould eat of the tree of life, as he did before the 
fall, which might have now had a pernicious tendency 
in turning him aſide from ſeeking ſalvation in the 708 
19 | e | miſe 


t. bo en Of the Covenant of Works. 


4 miſed feed. Betides, it now ceaſed to be a ſacramental 
e- ſign, and to uſe it as ſuch, after breaking the covenant, 
to would have been another inſtance of profaneneſs. 


Q. How came our. finſt parents, awho were created ſo per- 
Yo fetlly, to break God's covenant 9 
A. Through the temptation of Satan, they eat of the 

he forbidden fruit 


to Q. World not the tranſgreſſion of any of the moral pre- 
| cepts hade broken the covenant as well as this? 
nt, A. Doubtleſs ; Curſed is every one that continueth 


not IN ALL THINGs, Written in the law to do them. 
Q. Hou was the firſt Sin aggravated ? | 

A. It was aggravated by a vain curioſity, diſcontent- 
ment, pride and ambition, unbelief, bold and daring pre- 
ſumption, and the higheſt ingratitude : moreover, it was 
committed againſt an expreſs warning, was a breach of 
truſt, and ruinous to mankind. 7 5 

20 Q. How was it ruinous to mankind ? * 

A. As thereby the human nature was wholly corrupt- 
ed, and mankind loſt the image of God and communion 
with him, and are under his Wrath and curſe. 

Q. How does it appear that the human nature in its pre- 
ſent ſlate is wholly corrupt and depraved ? N 


A. There mult be a fixed propenſity of nature to fin, 
inasmuch as every one Who comes to act in the world as 
a moral agent, is, in a greater or leſſer degree, ouilty : 
This evil propenſity diſcovers itſelf in all mens ſinning fo 

the early, fo continually, and from the remains of fin in the 
beſt: native depravity is further evident from mens prone- 
ance neſs to idolatry, and fo great and general a diſregard of 
tion eternal things, even among thoſe who enjoy a revelation ; 
fling from the conſtant and general wickedneſs of mankind in 
| all ages, and their obſtinacy under a variety of moſt ex- 
in- cellent means for reformation ; from the afflictions and 
? univerſal mortality which have entered, particularly the 
diſe, death of infants : as alſo, from the purchaſe and appli- 
> the Wl cation of redemption. 185 
ency Q. With what ſcripture evidence are theſe principles 
pro- and aſſertions ſupported 8 | 
niſed BR A. The following texts among others are very expreſs, 
Gen, vi. 5. God faw that the wickedneſs of man was 
| | great 


6 The Covenant of Grace | 
great, and that every imagination of the thoughts. of his 
eart, were, only evil continually. See alſo job xv. 14. 
16. Pſal. iv. 38. Rom. iii. 9, — 24. And this is owing 
Pale the firſt tranſgretſion. Rom. v. 12, 16, 47, 
„ig. By one Man "Gin entered into the world.— 


Judgement was BY ONE to condemnation. By o 


Max's offence death reigned, — By the offence of 
ONE, judgement came upon all men to condemnation. 
--By ot Man's diſobedience, many were made ſinners. 

Q. Did our firſt parents die that very day they eat the 
forbidden fruit 5 

A. "They died ſpiritually that very moment, and alſo 
became liable to natural and eternal death. 

Q. Why was man's natural life continued longer? 

A. That the ſeed here preſented might be born, many 

of whom were to be ſaved by a better Teſtament. 

25 Q. Can any man enter into the promiſed life with- 
out having the perfect r ightcouj neſs required in this coves 
nant f1:ifi lied _ pum ? 

4. No; ; the perlection of the law cannot be ſet aſide, 
upon any pretence whatever: every man therefore muſt 
compleatly fulfil the righteouſneſs, of i it himſelf, or by the 
Spirit of Faith be united to Chriſt, in whom he hath 
ſuch a 1:ghteouſnefs for juſtification, and luthcient 
1trength for perfect ting holineſs. 

3 Did the doing and dying of Chriſt then, diſannul er 
abrogate this covenant ? 

4. No; the ſecond Adam only finiſhed that perfect: 
obedience, wherein the firſt failed, and by enduring the 
penalty wade ſatisfaction for ſin. 

| Seeing this covenant is not diſannulled, who are to 


* :dered. as flill under it ? 


All Chriſtleſs ſinners, who are rangers to the bet- 


ter covenant, and diſcover the fame, in ſeeking righte- 
ouſneſs not by faith, but as it were by the works of the 
Jaw, and who preſun ptuouſly expect acceptance. and 
ſalvation by ſome partial obedience, of their own, which 
they may ignorantly call ſincere. 

Q. In what manner did God reſolve to diſplay his mercy 
in the ſalvation of finners £. 

A. By making another covenant with his choſen, Pal. 


xxix. 3, 28. | Q Hou 
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« The derte of Puck | 4 
How is this covenant called ©  , © 
The covenant of redemption; the covenant of 
grace} a covenant of life, of peace, of promiſe, and the 
new covenant or teſtament. 
zo Q Why is it called by ſome divines the covenant of 
—_— 5 
A. With reference to Chriſt, Who engaged therein | 


from eternity, to pay the ranſom-price. 
"8 Why zs it commonly called by men the covenant of 


grace | 
A. Becauſe the covenant itſelf, and all the bleſſings of 


it e from the free favour of God; and the ultimate 


end of it, is the glory of the Grace of God. 

Q. Are theſe deus different covenants ? 

A. They ought rather to be held as one and the fame 
under different conſiderations. The making of this cove- 
nant between the Father and the Son from eternity, is 
called by ſome the covenant of redemption ; and the ad- 
miniſtration of the lame covenant, in the goſpel offer, is 
deligned by others the covenant of grace. 

Q. Why jaidto be a covenant of life, Mal. ili. 5. 

A. Becauſe eternal life, was, by God that cannot lie, 


promiſed in it before the world began: which promiſe 


of life is in Chrift Jeſus, the covenant-head. 

Q. Why deſigned alſo a covenant of peace? 

A. Becauſe by the blood of it, the offended judge i is 
become a God ofpeace ; ſinners, who were enemies, are 


reconciled to God; and the enmity between Jews and 
_ Gentiles is removed. 


35 Q. Why fliled the covenant of promiſe ? | 

4. Becauſe it is diſpenſed to ſinners, under all the pe- 
riods of the church, in full and free promiſcs. 

Q. And why called the neaucouenant? 

A. As diftinouiſhed from the legal form in which it 
was adminiftred under the Moſaic diſpenſation ; and be- 
cauſe it can never wax old, or loſe its cflicacy. 

Q. With whom was it made? 


A. With Chriſt as the ſecond Adam, andi in him with 


11 the elect. as his ſeed. > 
Q. How does it appear that the covenant of grace aud 


mode With Chrift, as the hend of the elet 2 O'S 


A 4 *." Fant 


| 95 70e Covenant of Grace. | 
A. From their being choſen in him, before the foun- 
dation of the world; the covenant was confirmed of God 
IN Cur15T, before the manifeſtation of it to Abra- 
ham; the promiſes of grace and glory made to the elect 
in it, were made to them as conſidered in Chriſt, and be- 
fore the world began; Eph. i. 3, 4. The bleſſings of 
it were given them in Chriſt, before they had an actual 
exiſtence; 2 Tim. i. 9. All that Chriſt did and ſuf- 
fered was in their room, that the righteouſneſs of the las 
might be fulfilled in them: in a Word, the federal head- 
ſhip of Chriſt, may be concluded from Adam being the 
repreſentative of all his natural offspring, in which he 
was the figure of him that was to come. © © 
Q What do you mean by the elet ? 

A. A certain number of mankind, whom God did 


chooſe in Chriſt from eternity. 

40 Q Towhat were they choſen ? rk 
A. To falvation, thro' ſanQification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth, . „ 5 

Q. When was the covenant of grace made ? 
A. It is his own promiſe and purpoſe given us in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus, perFoRE THE WORLD BEGAN. g 

Q. When was it firſt publiſhed to man? | 

A. Immediately after the fall, in the firſt promiſe ; 
and farther opened up to Noah, Abraham, the church at 

Sinai, and by the old Teſtament prophets, till at laſt the 
cleareſt edition of it was given out under the goſpel. 

'Q. Ii/hat was the meritarious condition of the - covenant 


of grace? 3 
A. | hat Chriſt, as ſecond Adam, ſhould fulfil all the 

righteouſneſs required in the broken law, and atone for 

the breach of it. J? 8 3 
Q. Wherein then does the righteouſneſs of Chriſt confift ? 
A. In his holineſs of nature, obedience of life, and ſuf- 

ferings even unto death. 5 
45 Q. Why was holineſs of natura neceſſary ? 

A. Becauſe God having made man upright, the law 

required that this purity ſhould be retained by him, and 

tranſmitted to his poſterity, and therefore condemns e- 

very unholy creature. ns] 8 

Q Whet was the neceſſity of his yielding perfect * 
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Of the Promiſes of the Covenant. 12898 
A. Becauſe herein the firſt Adam, and all his poſterity 
likewiſe have failed; and yet the whole law muſt be 
obeyed, in the moſt perfect manner, before man can enter 
into life. | Seng Sg 
"IF And why WAS ſatis faction for fin .o indi/penfible 5 
4. Becauſe of the truth of God in the threatning. 


and his purity and juſtice as governour of the world. 


Q Can faith, repentance, and ſincere obedience be pro- 
perly called the condition of the covenant of graces 
A. I am much rather diſpoſed to conſider theſe as be- 


| longing to the adminiſtration of the covenant, as it is evi- 
dent they are PROMISED therein, after a moſt abſolute 


rnanner. As to faith, in particular, it is the G1eT of 
God, Eph. ii. 9. As to repentance, the prince and Sa- 
viour exalted GLVEs it, Acts v. 31. And in like manner, 
ſincere obedience, Ezek. xxxvt. 29. I WII I put my 
Spirit within you, and CAUSE you to walk in my ſta- 
tutes. And now 1 aſk, with what propriety of language 
can a FREE GI r, de called the condition of a covenant. 
Q. Whom do the promiſes of the new covenant reſpect? 

A. They partly reſpect Chriſt hiniſelf the head of it, 
and partly. terminate upon believers his ſeed. PE 
50 Q. What promiſes diredly reſpect Chriſt himſelf ? 

A. All of them may be reduced to three heads, The 
promiſes of aſſiſtance, acceptance, and reward. 


Q. What reward was promiſed unto him? 


A. A new iittereſt in God as his God and Father; a 


| glorious exaltation: a numerous ſeed ; his being appoint- 
ed heir of all things: and obtaining dominion over all his 
and his people's enemies. 


Q. What bleſſings are promiſed in the covenant to bee 


lievers, Chriſt's ſeed ? | 


A. An intereit in God himſelf, and all his perfeQions ; 
in Chriſt, and all his fulneſs ; and in the Holy Spirit, 


with all his gifts and graces, 


Q. What good is contained in that great promiſe, I 
will de n EE 5 

A. Much more than the heart of man can conceive ; 
particularly, that his wiſdom ſhall direct us, his power 
protect us, his juſtice acquit us, his holineſs ſanctify us, his 
goodneſs ſupply all our Wants, his truth implement the 
ES W 2 5 pro- 


? ; 


Power and grace of the Holy Ghoſt. 


* 


10 o/ \the Promis of the. Covenant. - 


promiſes ;_ that bis all-fuficiency ſhall be the extent of 
our portion, his eternity the date of our happineſs, his 
unchangeablaneſs our ſecurity tor all, and his previdence 
ſhall make all things work together for our good. 
Q. t/hatblefſings are wrapt up in Chriſ the great 
e le pe on Mot os 47s 
A. He that hath the Son hath life and all things; 


o 


particularly, he is promiſed as light to the blind, life to 


the dead, liberty to the captive, food to the hungry, 
clothing to the naked, riches to the poor, a phyſician to 
the diſeaſed, as a prophet for the ignorant, a ranſom for 
rhe guilty, ſtrength to the weak, an example to his fol- 
lowers, a comforter to the caſt down, a reſt to the weary 
a father of the fatherleſs, a deliverer to the tempted, &c, 

55 Q. What bleſſings do they enjoy who receive the 


| promiſe of the Spirit ? 


A. They receive along with himſelf his gifts and gra- 
ces; particularly, he is in them the Author and Spirit of 


Faith; the Spirit of repentance; the Spirit of grace and 


ſupplication; the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation; the 
Spirit of light, life, and liberty: the Spirit of love, of 
power, and of a ſound mind; the Spirit of conviction, 
regeneration, conſolation, and joy; the Spirit of adop- 
tion, mort ihcation of fin, and holineſs; the Spirit of 
pratie and gratitude; and a Spirit of glory, giving the 
aflurance und earneſt of it, and ſealing up the believer to 
the day of redemption. 1 bed | vo 
Q. Can any creature need or wiſh for any good that is 
not contained in theſe promiſes  . _. 5 WY 
A. Surely no; this covenent of promiſe is all our de- 
lire and all our ſalvation. | 
Q. IWWhat is the nature of the promiſes ? © 


A. They are great and precious: ordered in all things 


and ſure; and ſuited. to every cafe. They were ſtricth 


conditional to Chriſt, and therefore free to us, who are 
poor, miſerabſe, blind, and naked. 

Q. What is the origin and ſource of the promiſes? 

A. The free and ſovereięn love of God is the proper 
fountain of them; and the promiſed bleſſings are -cor- 
veyed tous through the mediation of Chrift, by the 


f 


Of the uol ix ESS of the Comenant. 11 


Q. To whom are the promiſes directed? Or who May 


awarrantably embrace them ? 

4. The promiſe, in the offer, is uv you, and to 
your children, and unto all that are afar off, even as — 
as the Lord our God ſhall call. Acts. ii. es.” 

60 Q. By whom are the promiſes ae tofſeſſe d ? 

A. By believers in Chriſt only: He that believeth 
HATH everlaſting lite. If ol be 'Chrices, then ye are 


heirs of promiſe. 


Q. Can this covenant of prom: e be broken, as the coue- 


_ of works was £ 


A. No; the God of truth hath ſworn by his holineſs, 


ſaying, My covenant I will not break, nor alter the word 
that is gone out of my lips: Therefore mercy ſhall be 
built up for ever, Pſal. Rxxix. 


Q. IWhat ought to be thetemper, character, and des | 


of thoje who are brought within this covenant of promiſe & 

A. Being a choſen generation, they are an holy nation, 
2 peculiar people, zealous of good works, that they may 
he forth, the praiſes of him who hath called them out 
of darkneſs into this. marvellous light. | 

Q. 1s holy obedience a matter left to their own option, or 
is it indiſpenſi bly binding upon them? 

A. As jure as God liveth, and they are creatures, 
they are not, they deſire not, THEY CANNOT BE With- 


cout law to God, but under the law to Chriſt. wy 


Q. What is that law of God they are under 10 Chriſt, 
as their king and head ? 

A. It always was, ſtill is, and for ever will be, the law 
of the ten commandments, contained Exod. xx. and 
from thence tranſcribed into our public Catechiſms. 

65 Q. But does not the apoſtle Paul affirm concerning 


believers, That they are nat under the law; yea, that 
hey are become dead to the law by the body of Chriſt ; and 


tat they are delivered from the law, where they were 
held, Kom. vi. 14 vii. 4, 69 


A. For ſolution of this difficulty, let it a obſerved, 


| That although believers are dead to the law as a cove- 


nant of works, yet they are neceſſarily under it as a rule 


of moral conduct; though it is at an end as to the form 
ol. the adminiſtration of it by Moſes, yet the matter, the 
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12 Of the Horrress of the Covenant. 
ſum and ſubitance of it remains firm and unalterable 
| believers are delivered from ir as a yake of bondage, but 
continue under it as a perfect law of liberty; though 
they are reſcued from the curſe and condemnation of it, 
they are not exempt from obedience to it; and though 
they are not to ſeek for juſtification by it, yet being juſti- 
fied freely by grace, they are.under the greateſt obliga- 
tions, anc! actually have the ſtrongeſt inclination conſtant- 
1y to obey all its commands, 
% 
ſibly binding upon all, in every fate? i 
A. Becauſe founded in the nature and perfections of 
God, and neceſſarily reſulting from our relation to him 
as his rational creatures. | A 
Q. Why ought Chriſt's couenant-peaple to be fo careful 
in maintaining obedience to the holy law ? N 
A. From regard *o the authority ang excellence of 
the law itſelf; as this is one deſign of their election, re- 


demption and effectual Tus as this is a proper ex- 


preſſion of gratitude to God; as neceſſary to our eſcap- 
ing of eternal miſery, and to qualify us for heaven; As 
an evidence of the truth and ſincerity of our faith, and 
intereſt in the covenant ; as uſeful to honour eur pro- 
feſſion, acorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, and to 


gloriſy our heavenly Father: as hereby too, our own in- 
ward peace and comfort are maintained, our aſſurance 
of falvationis promoted, and our juture reward is enlarged. 


| Q. What are the moſt cogent mol iches to good works 2 


A. The autherity of the law-giver, and the terrors of | 
the Lord ijhcuid perſuade us thereunto; as alſo the love 
of Chriſt conſtrameth us, the beauty of his example, the | 
_ Encouragement of the promiſes, and the aſſured aſſiſtance WM: 


| of the holy Spirit. | 


Q. But if Chriſt's children forſake bis law, ard breai 


commandments what then ? © 


A. He will vitit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and 
their iniquity with ſtripes. Though he forgive the fin, 
be will take vengeance upon their inventions. Fſal. xcix. 8. 
70 Q Shall the fatherly cha ſtiſements h ere promi ſed. 


Le eſfectual to reclaim them from their backſlidings ? 


A. No doubt ofit ; they ſhall have reaſon to ſay 
PE „ with 


bu — Ty 


Of the Hot1xess of the Covenant. 13 
with David, It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 
that I might learn thy ſlatutes: before I was afflicted, 1 
went aſtray, but now I have kept thy word. 
Le this all that they Pall ſuffer ? Or that their fins 
deſerve © | | | 
jor Their fins, as much as the fins of others, yea more 

ſo, deſerve damnation z but being delivered from the 
curſe, and the wrath to come, by a ſtanding intereſt in 
the ſurety's righteouſneſs, they are now chaſtned of the 
Lord, that they may not afterwards be condemned with 
the world. | | | 

Q. Can an Ly then who are once brought into the covenant, 
ever loſe their intereſt in it . 

A. How is it poiſible they can, conſidering that the e- 


verlaſting covenant bears, that God will not turn awa 


from them to do them god, but will put his ic ar in thei 

hearts, that they ſhall not depart from him? 1 
Q. Hawe theſe peculiar didrines of chriſtianity, gra- 

zuitous election. free ſ uſtiſfication, infallible perſeverance, 


= Oc. any ſort of tendency to encourage licentiouſneſs, or to 
make wid the holy law ? | | F 


A. God forbid. Such indeed have been the groundleſs 
cavils of ignorant and fooliſh men, who are enemies to the 


doctrines of grace. But by ſuch principles, and by them 


alone, holineſs is promoted, and the moral law is eſta- 
pliſhed in its pertection, ſpirituality, and perpetuiiy; 
whereas an eaſy matter it were to prove every oppoiite 


principle unſriendly to holinets, and tending to ſubvert 


and deſtroy the law, as though itſelf and its glorious au- 
thor were as mutable as the creature. Yea, I ſuſpe ct it 


rollows from ſome modern principles, that imperfection 


is not only tolerated, but eſtabliihed by the law, which 
| true, the Commandinent no jonger would be what it 


| 15, holy, jnſt, and good. 


Q. How are ſinners firſt brought into this holy covenant ? 
A. By taking hold vf it in faith, and uniting with Chriſt 


he covenant- head, we are perſonally and ſavingly inſtated 


in it. 


« 


8 75 Q. What is the fitteſt and moft hopeful ſeafon of tak- 

bol of God's covenant, or cloſing with Chrift ? 

4 ben conſcience is more 
caſily 


A. The period of youth 


—— 
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14 O an Intereſt in the Covenant of Grace. 
exily awakened, the heart not yet fo pop: through L 
the deceitfuſneſs of fin, vicious habits are not confirmed, 4 
the affections are more pliant, worldly cares are fewer, | 
and God has promiſed ſpecial encouragements to thoſe Ml - 
who early give themſelves to him in covenant. Prov. vii. 1 g 
„ e : | 
_ Q. Whatare the chief obflruftions peculiar to young per- 
ons, and which they ought to watch and pray againſt ? 
A. The main and fundamental obſtruction to religion I #; 
in every age, is the univerſal depravity of human nature. 
Beſide, young people in a particular manner, are in danger 
of delaying or deceiving themſelves in this matter through 
ſelf-conceit, by the pleaſures and vanities of youth, from Þ 2: 
falſe prejudices againft religion as intolerably ſevere; | 
they are apt to be heedleſs and inconſiderate, raſh and co: 
preſumptuous, to entertain ſanguine hopes of long life, 


and to be miſled by worthleſs companions. _ tic 
| Q. What are the evidences of a ſawing entereſt in the 
covenant of grace? | ro ED Ge 


A. Such have fled for refuge to the ſurety of this bet- 
ter Teſtament ; they cordially acquiefce in, and approve Nee 
of it as well ordered in all things ; they are content with 
the duties, as. well as the privileges of the covenant, with q 
the diſcipline, as well as the rewards of it; the love of 
God habitually, predominates in them; the doing and Ga 
dying of the Mediator is the alone ground of their confi= er 
dence before the Lord; the promiſes of the covenant 
are a ſatisfying portion to them, and the ſpirit and laws. 
of it are within their hearts. Po 
Q. Wherein do the covenant of works and the covenant 
of grace differ ? | 
A. The covenant of works was made with the firſt 
Adam, a mere man, and fallible ; the covenant of grace 
with Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, the Lord from heaven, 
who changeth not: the one was a covenant of triendſhip, 
the other a covenant of reconciliation : the end of the 
covenant of works was, to ſhew man his duty to God: 
but the great end of the covenant of grace is to thew 
the riches of God's mercy to ſinners: the old covenant 
©  terrifies a guilty criminal, and ſentences him to the curle ; 
but the new covenant opens a door of hope, by which 
Es ri = | enter 


* 


Of the Offices of Chrift, reluting to the Covenant: 16 
enter peace and pardon, comfort and krengtk, holineſs 
and ſalvation. | . A 
Q. Wherein do they agree ? 

6 . Ley agree in that the author of both is God, his 
glory and man's happineſs are the ends of the one andthe 
other, and in that lie was the rhing promiſed all along. 


o Q. W hat is the general . of Chri „ a nl. 
5 on . the covenant : 
| J. It is his being the Mediator between God and man. 
N FN What particular offices are included herein? 
A. Several offices, in relation both to the "MAKING » 
and „busse TRATION of the covenaiit/ 8 
Q. What chat acters does he bear as 70 the making of the 
8 ant? 
| He is the Redeemer, the furety, and the a 
{2 - prieſt of it. | 


cy 


adi ni, tr ation of it * 


4. OT is the truſtee, the teftator, the prophet, inter- 
ceffor, and king of the covenant. | 


6 14 {90 us 5 
1 4 I hat we are "lex bondage and contivity to fin, 


Hatun, the vanities of the world, the fear of death, and 


- crcad of hell, through breach of the firſt covenant. 
it d Q. How did the right of redemption belong to Chriſt ? 


's 4. no man could redeem himſelf, far leſs his brother, 


the right of redemption by law, fell to him who was our 


„ acar e bone of our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh. 


Q. What wwas the duty or office of the n Redeemer 
{t ade the old lau? 


A. tle was to marry the n of the deceaſed. to 


n, Medcen the mortgaged inheritance, to ranſom his poor 
b, alan from bondage, and to avenge the blood of wt 
e ain relation upon the deſtroyer. 

E . Does our kinſman redeemer Chriſt, per form all theſe 


2 a ſpiritual ſenſe for us his poor kinſmen ? 


rieited inheritance of glory, and eternal. life; he 
redeems 


lat offices is Chrilt a with, reſpecting the 


bat does the title Redeemer ſuppoſe, with refer 


A. Yes: He has eſpouſed our nature, which makes 
ay for the myſtical union; he hath bought back the 
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the like. 


16 Of the offices of Chriſt, relating to the Covenant, 
redeems from the curſe of the law, from a preſent evil 
world, and from the dominion of fin ; and avenges our 
blogd upon the arch-enemy Satan, deſtroying him that 
had the power of death, and delivering them whe 
through fear of death, were ſubjeR to bondage. 
Q. How does Chriſt redeem the elect from ſpiritual bon- 
dage and captivity ? — 5 
A. Both by price, giving his life a ranſom for many; 
and by power, when he looſeth the bands of the priſoners, 
= admits them into the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
. For whom did Chriſt become the su ENV of the bet- 
ter Teſtament F 
A. For a certain number given him of the Father, cal- 
led, in ſcripture, his ſeed, the children of God, his ſheep, 
his friends, his church, his people, a peculiar people, and 


90 Q. For what did be become their ſurety ? 10 
A. To pay the debt of punithment for all their fins, . 
original and actual; and alſo for the debt of perfect obe-. 
dience to the law, as the only condition of life and falva- . 
tion, according as it was ſtated in the firſt covenant, 


Q. Was it not neceſſary then, that he ſhould likewiſe be- . 
come a ſacrificing prieſt? e 15 # 
1. Yes: This covenant of reconciliation between an 
offended God and ſinners, could not be ma b E, but thro' Bi 
the mediation of a facrificing prieſt F . 
Q. bat do you mean by ſucha prieſt;??C̃ , 
A. A public perſon, who deals with an offended God, 


in name of the guilty, for reconciliation, by a facrifice, 

which he offers to God upon an altar, being thereunts BY 
called of God, that he may be accepted. | 
Q. do were the moſt emi nent types of Chriſt as a prieſt * 
A. Aaron the jewiih high-priett, alſo the other prieſis 

of the Levitical order: but in a more glorious manner, 
Melchizedeck, as the apoſtle to the Hebrews declares. N 
Q. WWherein did he infinitely excel them all? 5 

A, They were merely men, and mortal men too, yea 
they themſelves were ſinners; nor had they any thing of 
their own to offer, nor indeed was there any end of theit 
vfferings, all were but a figure of him that was to cp 
OY 1 whereas 
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Of the Offices of Chrift, FE to + Grace 17 
whereas Chrift himſelf is the ſubſtance, a prieſt of another 
tribe, is God as well as man, was ſeparate from finners, 
hath an unchangeable prieſthood; and by the once offer- 
ing of himfelf through the eternal Spirit, made a proper, 
perfect, and effectual atonement for all his people, in 
very period of time, and nation of the world. \ 

95 Q. Upon whom is the ADMINISTRATION of the 
oe nant dewokued ? 
A. Upon the Mediator himſelf; who is therefate von- 


and king of the covenant. 

Q. Why do you call him the TRUSTEE of the cournant ? 

A. Becauſe it hath pleaſed the Father, that in him 
ould all tulnefs dwell, that of his fulneſs all we may 
receive, and grace for grace. 

. Hoxw does he convey theſe 27 ing. to his rte 5 

I As the glorious TESTATOR, he conveys all the 
lelſings of his Teſtament, in way of rich and free eg 
ies to ſinners of mankind. 


ok Q. What bleſſings does he diſpone by way of legary in 

| bir Tejlament ? 

i 4. All the benefits of the new covenant, eveh ul Me 
2, and a LL THINGS, in and with bi 

* Q. To when to theſe legacies or bleſſings appertain 2 


„ They were eternally deſigned for the elect, they 

| ce actually poſſeſſed by true believers, and they are frec- 
y red in the goſpel to ſinners of mankind as ſuch. 

«, Ml. yos Q. Why was be er the prophet on the cove- 
A. That as the meſſenger of the covenant, he night 

eveal it ; that as the faithful witneſs, he might confirm 


houfand, he might effectually teach the my en of it 
0 our ſalvation. 

. Upon what ground 75 Cirif ade an 3 
te INTEKCESSOR ? 

A, There could have been no room to ies ant cauſe 


U W heaven, if he had not before redeemed us to Ladd; with 
hei Is own moſt precious blood, upon earth. 
me: $ Je nat his interceſſion always prevalent. ? - 


A" Volt certainly ; as 8 prince he hath power with 


ſtituted the truſtee, the e che c ene 


he truth of it; and that as the interpreter one among a 


God, 


1 Of ihe Mediator s Humiliation, 
God, and prevails, For, he interceeds in virtue of a Ml « 
commiſſion from the Father; there is likewiſe an infinite 
dignity derived from the perſon of Chriſt to his interceſſion MW 
as well as to his facrifice ; the matter and end pf his inter. 
ceſſion is ſo agreeable to his Father's will and glory, that N 
he can no more reject his ſuit, than deny himſelf: and 
accordingly we have many inſtances of his ſucceſs. el 

Q. What ends are accompliſhed by his interceſhon 8 WW"! 

A. The preſervation of the church, the miſſion of the Wa! 

Spirit, the myſtical union, ſecurity from condemnation, ff 
acceptance at the throne of grace, relief under temptati- ( 
ons, progreſſion in holineſs, perſeverance in grace, an - 1 
bundant entrance into heaven, and a participation of his|M 4 
own glory. | 
. Of What importance is his kingly office, in the ad- 
miniſtration of the covenant ? 5 
A. As Lord and King he appoints ordinances and am- 
baſſadors for bringing ſinners into the covenant, and fa 
confirming the covenanted ; and effectually ſubdues the 
ele& to himſelf, by the power of the Spirit accompanying 
the mee. | 
105 Q. How does the king of ſaints rule and goven 
them after this? 5 : 

A. He writes the laws of his covenant upon the! 
hearts, gives them the rewards of his grace in the courk 

of their obedience, bleſſes them with the diſcipline d 
the covenant, in caſe of diſobedience ; gives them repen 
tance for, and remiſſion of their daily fins, affords the 
defence and refuge, whilſt in this life they are among 

their enemies; and at laſt puts them in full poſſeiſion 
the crown of life, tne inheritance incorruptible, and the 
kingdom that cannot be move. | 

Q. In what eſtate does the Mediator execute theſe 9 

ces, with relation to the cowenant? _ (tio, 

A. Both in a ſtate of humiliation, and in a ſtate of exali 

Q. What do you mean by Chriſt's humiliation ? 

A. His taking upon him the form of a bond ſervyail 
and being found in faſhion as a man, becoming obediel 
to death, even the death of the croſs. EN 

Q. What was the cauſe of his ſo deep humiliation 

A. Nothing but his own, and his Father's love 
finners.of mankind. 5 Q. Whm 
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O the Mediator 's e, 19 
Q. Wherein did Ebtift bumble Bine? 
A; In his wh ifs South, dhe 1 0 vs death, till his 
ſurtection. Vide, Larger Catechiſm, 
110 Q. Why was it gere be Jhould hade hunbled 
imſelf ſo bab, as to-be a CylLo BAN for us fo 
A. That lie might be our near kinſman; that be might 
eſent human nature again, to the ſupreme judge, as 
erfeckly pure, as the holy law ie ; and moreover, 
at he might be capable of obedience, ſympathy, and 


ffering. 8 e dee 
Q. Ought not this condeſcenſion of Chriſt to be vonde- 
J & SE OO or por: 
A. Without controverſy, great 13 the myſtery. of god- 
eſs! The glory of the eternal God, vailed in our 
ture! The father of eternity, become a creature of 
ne! And the holy one of Iſrael made fin for us, which 
infinitely more than had the fun been converted. 
o a cled of dull, or the higheſt ſeraph in heaven into a 
awling worm! 1655 N 


Q. How did Chriſt hi ble himſelf, in bis life ? Dy. 


s of this life, and the wrath of Ge. 
Q. What Law was the Mediator made under 


3 


theilt . He conformed indeed to the ceremonial and judi- 
dur institutions both; but his chief deſign was to fulfil all 


 rightcouſneſs of the uU Law, as a covenant of 
orks, which he magnified and made honourable. 


Q. Wl hy vas he made under the Ila 


ed with our nature, yet doubtleſs his obeying it as 2 
ND SERVANT, Was to redeem them that were under 
> law, that we might receive the adoption of ſors. _ 

115 Q. What miſeries in life did the Mediator untergo 2 


values of our nature as were ſinleſs and coinmon. 


. By whom was be perſecute ds . 
1. Of a truth, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with 
> Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael, were gathered to- 

her againſt the e 

bat perſecution did he ſuffer from Hurop f. 
7, When an infant, Herod Jught bis life, and had 
| « © ab: ps . 


2 


1,5 4 


| 4. He was made under the law, undetgoing the miſe- 


A. Whatever obedience he himfelf could owe to it as 


A PEA —„—- 


E Of the Mediator's ſufferings. _ 
not his parents, divinely warned, fled with him into EI A. 
gypt, he bad been flain with the children of Bethlehen Pæſar 
Q. What male-treatment had he from the Fews? nd at 
A. They would not own his glory as the Son of God] 12 
they queſtioned his miſſion, though confirmed by manſþeach 
inconteſtible miracles; they reproached him as a ma A. 
luttonous, a wine-bibber, and a friend of publicans aaſþhem; 
Ponkrs | they aſſerted his miracles to be wrought bÞon o 
Reelzebub the prince of the Devils; ſometimes they beſnade 
ſought him to depart out of their coaſts, and refuſed i] Q. 
give him entertainment in their | houſes ; yea they atþuilty 
tempted to take away his life before his hour was com 4 
Q. What did he ſuffer under temptatiin ® . Peitne: 
A. He ſuffered being tempted in the wilderneſs to queſhone ; 
tion his Sonſhip ; to preſumption, and ſeif-murder ; | hey 


idolatry, and Devil-worſhip; in fine, he was in all poiu Q. 
tempted like as we are, yet without fin, that he miglWbere 
know how to ſuccour thoſe-whoare tempted. A. 
120 Q. Had be any affliien from his diſciples, amiiudge 
his laſt ſufferings ?-9R—R"" "—_ e 
A. Ves: He was betrayed by one, thrice denied by a Q 


other, and forſaken by all the reſt, P 
Q. 1s the treachery of Judas prejudicial to the truth , F file 


Chriſtianity? e Eo * ed, ir 
A. Far from it, on the contrary, his character an Q. 
conduct is a ſtrong. confirmation of it. Though o 4 
Lord knew from the beginning who ſhould betkay hinfiy}tit 
he did not hefitate to admit Judas, a witneſs of hiho usr 
private life, and doctrine, not regatding in the leaf ze 
what advantage he might take of any thing he ſaid or diqj /s 54 


Q. What occaſioned tht indignities, which the Media 4. 
or ſuffered in our world 9 "£ © "> We 
A. Thoſe aboveamentioned, and others were with us 
any pretext or form of Jaw ; But at laſt he is proſecute 2 
tried and condemned before a court of judicature e Y 
alledged crimes both againſt the ſtate and the church. imjel 
Q. Whatcrimes againſt the ſtate was he charged with 
A. The Jews accuſed him, ſaying, We have foul 
this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to git} 7 1, 
tribute to Cæſar, ſaying, That he himſelf is a king. Harde 
Q. Mas it then from loyalty to Ceſar, ani zeal for nd he 
Riman government, they delivered bim? A. Fllionsc 


0 


\ 


Of the Sufferings and Innocence of Chriſt. 21 
A. Far from it: Had he been indeed an enemy to 


Pæſar, they would have been his moſt reſolute followers 


nd adventurers, being quite impatient of a foreign yoke. 
125 Q. What impiety againſt the church, was he im- 
CCC e | 
A. The high-priefſt concluded that he ſpoke blaſ- 
phemy, becauſe he aſſerted himſelf to be the Chriſt, the 
Son of God, in ſuch a high Tenſe, as that in fo ſaying he 
ade himſelf equal with God. 
Q. Was he convicted by the teſtimony of witneſſes, as 
up uilty of any crime whatever F d I 
No ſuch thing: his enemies indeed ſought falſe 
1tneſſes againſt him to put him to death, but found 
Tone; yea, though many falſe witneſſes came, yet found 
hey none. | Lt | 


ere ſufficient evidence of per fect innocence? CG 
A. '\ hat there was: Judas the traitor, Pilate the 
Audge, and the Centurion with his band, concurred in 
flying his integrity. | 

Q. Ho 


4. He repented, and brought again the thirty pieces 
If filver to the chief prieſts and elders, ſaying, I have ſin- 


ed, i that I have betrayed the tNnwnocenT BLOOD. 


uy Q. How did Pilate who condemned him, atteſt the ſame ? 
ou 4, He took water, and wathed his hands before the 
ing ultitude, ſaying, Jam innocent of the blood of this 
OW UST PERSON, | | 


IS; band bear to Chriſt ? Ts 
if A. When they ſaw the earthquake, and thoſe things 


lat were done, they fearcd greatly, faying,' TRULY 


0 "H1S WAS THE QON or Gon, ; 
Y Q. Could he not have prevented being delivered into 


12 hands of his enemies, or afterwards have extricated 


. imjelf " | 


% 7. No doubt he could; when he aſked the band led 


un by Judas, Whom ſeck ye? And told them, I am he, 


Mey went backward, and fell to the ground! He after- 


ard obſerved to them, how he might pray to his Father, 
k 1d he would preſently give him more than twelve le- 
ons ofangels. 8 7:0 ol O. bat 


Q. If there was no legal proof of guilt in him, was 


w did Fudas the traitor atteftit ® bes 


2? Of the laft Sufferings of Cbriſt. 
Q. ' What indipnities did 7 . Gentiles, a; 
hinted at above ? Ed #45 OG | 
A. Herod with his men of war ſet him at nought, and 
mocked him,” and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and 
ſent him again to Pilate, who condemned Jeſus, when 
he had ſcourged him, to becrucified. 


ziles, during this laſt ſcene of ſu fering? | 
A. Com rel Ky ne $7 to buffet him; 
they all prefered Barabbas to him, and derided him in his 
ſeveral offices, befide denying his ſupreme Deity. 
. Hi did they deny his divinity and Sonſbip v, 
A. If thou be the Son of God, ſaid they, come down 
from the croſs. He truſted in God; let him deliver 
him now, if he will have him; for he ſaid, I am the Son 
of God. VIE 3 OO ee ee © 
135 Q. Haw did they contemn the great Prophet of the 
As,. They ſinote hm with the palms. of their hands, 
after blindfolding him, and ſaid yrROPHESY unto us 
thou Chritt, who is he that (note thee? © 
Q. How did they expreſs their blaſphemy againſ# his 
erieſſ hot? ar e 
A. The chief prieſts mocking him, with the ſcribes 
and elders, ſaid, he ſaved others, uuf HE CA 
Nor SAVE. © 1 3 
2. Andhow was he derided in his regal dignity ? 
A. They put an him a ſcarlet robe, | and when the) 
had platted a crown of 'thorns, they put it upon hs 
head, and a reed in his right hand, and The bowed the 
knee beſre him, and mocked hin, ſaying, H. 1 KI Ne 
% y i one nnd 4 7 ah 
Q. Beſide theſe, and what other bodily torments he en 
dured, what did he ſuffer in his ſoul? © © 
A. He conflicted with the terrors of death, and th: 
par of darkneſs, and felt and bore the weight of God' 
WEST ᷑ꝶ äEüEo 8 | 
Q. What may he be ſuppoſed to have ſuffered from thi 
errors of death, and the powers of darkneſs ? © | 
A. During that hour, the devil who had the power 
of death, probably had a great hand in ſetting N 


Q. How was he otherwiſe inſulted by Jews and Gen. 


* 


the 
ds, 


Of the laſt Sufferings of Chriſt. 23 
his view, the terrors of God's wrath due to fin, with 
deſign either to drive our Saviour to deſpair, or induce 
him to repent of his undertaking, or at leaſt to take 
ſome indirect means to decline ſuffering. | | 

140 Q. When did he bear the wrath of God 

A. All aJong, but in a more remarkable manner and 
meaſure, in the garden of Gethſemane, and upon the croſs. 

Q. How does jt appear that he bore the wrath of God 


in the garden & | 


A. Being in an agony, he ſa d, my ſoul is exceeding 
ſorrowful, even unto death: and he prayed, Father if it 
be poſſible let this cup paſs from me. 

Q. How do you know that he endured the wrath of 
God upon the croſs ? | SEES | 

A. There, Jeſus cried with a loud voice, my God, 

my God, why haſt thou forſaken me:? "910 

Q. Was not Chriſt the object of his Father's love, not- 
withſtending ? | 

A. Yes, He was always his delight, and particularly 
it PLEASED the Lord to bruiſe hin. 

Q. Did he undergo all theſe ſufferings voluntarily, or 
of 1 . $5 

A. He was quite voluntary. The Jews indeed took, 
condemned, and crucified him in a violent manner, and 
without aſking his conſent, but not againſt his will. 


Accordingly, he was angry with Peter for diſſuading him 


from ſuffering ; he longed for his bloody baptiſm, and 
haſtened Judas to do his part quickly. When they 
would have made him a king, he hid himſelf, but when 
they came to make him a Render, he frankly ſurren- 
dered. Though his enemies went backward, and fell to 
the ground, he would not fly; nor at his trial, make 
any defence, that might bring him off. No man ſaith he, 
taketh my life from me, but I lay it down or MYSELF 5 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
it again. | S 
145 Q How does it appear that Chriſt really die? 
A. When the ſoldiers came to Jeſus, and ſaw that he 
was dead already, one of them with a ſpear, pierced his 
tide, and forthwith came thereout BLo0D and WATER. 


And he that faw it bare record, and this record being 


True, 


* 0 


24 Of the Deſign of Chriſt's Death. 

true, is an abſolute demonſtration of the reality of his 
death: and alſo his continuing in the grave till the third 
day. 75 ; 

; Q Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things? 

A, Ves; Becauſe without ſhedding of blood is no re- 
miſſion. And it became him, for whom are all things, 
and by whom are all things, in bringing many fons unto 
glory, to make the Captain of their ſalvation perfect 
through ſufferings. _ * . 
Q. Could the hood of any, or of all the creatures ex- 
piate ſin? „ 5 x: 

A. It is impoſſible, faith the ſcripture, The blood 


of Jeſus Chri o cleanſeth us from fin. 


Q. Whether then ſhould the death of Chriſt be wiewed as 
a martyrdom, as a ranſom, or as an example? 8 
A. Chiefly as a ranſom, or as the ſacrifice of a prieſt. 
Q. But did not Chriſt likewiſe fet us an example in his 
fu Ferings © | | | „ 
A Yes; le ſet us a glorious example of patience, 
truſt, reſignation, meekneſs, fortitude, and forgiveneſs of 
injurics, as to the wat i in which he bore his ſufterings. 
150 Q. But] aſk, was the ſetting us an example the 
chief end and deſign of his ſufferings even unto death? 
A. By no manner of means. His death at this rate 
could not hav< been of the leaſt advantage to thoſe who 
died before Chrift was crucified ; and the ſaints under the 
New, as well as thoſe under the: Old Teftament might 
have been carried to heaven without it, eſpecially conſi- 
dering-that they were now compaſſed about with a ſtill 


greater cloud of witneſſes. But beſide, and above all, 


who would wiſh to die as he did, in an agony, ſorrowful 


abandoned of heaven and earth 7 | 5 
Q. And was not his death a further confirmation of, his 
A. He was indeed a witneſs for the truth to the laſt. 


and ſore amazed under the wrath of God, and as it were 


but before that, his doctrine was ſufficiently confirmed by 


a number of the moſt inconteſtible and beneficent mira- 
cles. | 5 | 


Q. But independent of all . before, at 


or after his death, would his death have been a proper con- 


. Jirmation of his religion? A. Ic 


© © Y 


Of the fruits of Chrift's Death, 23 
A. It would not. | This much indeed would have 21 
eared from his being a martyr to his doctrine, that 2 


| himſelf at leaſt believed it to be true ; but it is eaſy to 


ſuppoſe that one may ſo firmly believe a lie, or be ſo ob- 
ſtinate, as to give his body to be burnt rather than re- 
linquiſh it. But the Chriſtian religion ſeems to be more 
amply confirmed by the Joyful and triumphant deaths of 
a nobie army of martyrs, than by the mournful exit of 
Chriſt himſelf. 9 5 | 
Q. What great and ghriqus ends in general, were ac- 
compliſbed by the ſufferings and death of Chriſt ? | 
A. Chriſt by his death made a proper, real, and com- 
plete ſatisfaction to the jultice of God for the fins of the 


world, Rom. iii. 25, 26. He brought in everlaſting 


righteouſneis, whereby the Jaw of God is magnified and 
made honourable, Dan. is, 24, Confirmed the new 
Covenant, and rendered h's Teſtament of force, Heb. 
ix. 16. Condemned fin, and deftroyed this work of the 
devil, Rom. viii. 3: Bruiled the old ſerpent himſelf, 


and deftroyed him that had the power of death, Heb. 


ii. 14. Opened up a new and living way of acceſs into 
the holieſt of all, Heb. x. 19, 20. Aboliſhed the en- 
mity between Jews and Gentiles, and reconciled both 
unto God in one body by the cross. Eph. ii, 15, 16. 
He hath illuſtriouſly diſplayed the glory and harmony of 
all the divine perfections, John, x1. 25. Hereby too 
honour and glory redounds to himſelf, John, xii. 23. 
And having made his ſoul an offering for fin, a numerous 
ſeed ſhall ariſe from age to age to ſerve him, and to be 
to him for a name and a praiſe in the earth, Iſa. liii. 10. 
Q. What bleſſings does every baliever in particular, re- 
ceive from the death and ſacrifice of our great high prieſt ? 
A. Pardon, peace, and acceptance ; the ſpirit of a- 
doption, and holineſs ; victory over all enemies; and ad- 
mitſion into heaven at laſt, „ 

155 Q. What miracles attended Chriſt's death? | 

A. "The ſun was darkned at noon, graves were opened 
by an earthquake, and the vail of the temple was rent 
Ii twain. | | 3 1 
Q. What myſteries of Godlineſs are to be ſeen and ado- *' 
red in the crucifixion of Chriſt ? | | 


A. Here, 


<A Ä o 2 


26 Of Chriſt's Humiliation after Death. 


A. Here we find the everlaſting fountain of joy, ex- 
ceeding forrowful ! The perfection of beauty, with his 
viſage marred more than any man, and' his form more 
than the ſons of men! The Creator and Proprieter of all, 


deſtitute of every thing in life and death! God bleſſed 


for ever, made a curſe for us! Behold here communi- 


cCants! the creditor become ſurety for the debtor, and 
paying the debt which was owing to himſelf E The Judge 


of all the earth, brought under condemnation ! The 
Prince and Lord of life, ſtooping to the. duſt of death ! 
Here, we ſee juftice raging againſt the innocent, and 
abſolving the guilty without any injuſtice! Sin puniſhed 
and the ſinner pardoned ! The debt paid, and yet for- 
given ; The greateſt good brought out of the greateſt 
evil! Jeſus crucified in weaknefs like a ſlave, between 
two malefaQors ; and yet at the ſame time, fitting upon 
the croſs as upon a chaniot of ſtate, granting pardon, and 
Jpoiliag principalities and powers! 1 

Q. How did Chriſi humble himſelf after his death! 

A. He was buried, and continued in the grave, till the 
third day; which is ſometimcs called his deſcending into 


Hell. 


Q. Can we conceive, that Chriſt actually went into 
hell, the place of torment, at, or after his death ? 
4. Not at all, it is a popiſh fiction: The ſuppoſition 
that he went into a priloa where the ſouls of the Old 
Teſtament faints were detained from heaven, and 
preached the goſpel to them there, is very abſurd ; and 
no leſs devm is it to imagine that he deſcended lo- 
cally into hell to triumph over the devil. | 
ba then is the true meaning of his deſcending 
into hell ? Mend hh wy 4 5 
A. The Hebrew and Greek words which we tranſlate 
hel}, ſignify not only that place of torment, but likewiſe 
the OC AV, or the VN: EEN STATE, 1 Sam. ii. 6 
Jon. ii. 2. 1 Cor. xv. F. Rev. xx. 13. And in thi 
zaſt ſenſe only, it is meant of Chrift, when it is ſaid 
thou wilt not leave my for: in MEL I. 
16 Q. Wtatwere the ends, uſes, and effects of Chriſt 
berial ? 1 
A. Thereby the verity of his death is demonſtrate 


#74 the Reſurredtion of Chrif. 27 


For his friends would never have buried him alive, nor 


indeed would Pilate deliver the body to them till he was 


- certified by the centurion, that he really was dead; and 


if any doubt could remain after all, it muſt be removed 


by his burial. And by this ſeveral types and propheſies 


were fulfilled. And hereby he hath deſtroyed the laſt 
enemy, purſued him to his ſtrong hold the grave, and 
ſnatched victory from him, and now the grave is perfum- 
ed and made a ſafe reſting place for the ſaints, till the 
wc of the reſurreion. _ blen 

' Q. How was the Mediator of the covenant exaited af- 
, CORR YO PONe 

A. He was exalted in his victorious reſurrection, tri- 
umphant aſcenſion, glarious fitting at the right-hand of 


God, prevalent interceſfion there, and ſhall be further 
_ "exalted at his ſecond appearance and kingdom. 
Q. Whatwas the neceſſity of his reſurrection? 


A. It was nec eſſary in reſpect of our faith and happi- 
nels, the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, the farther exe-. 
cution of his offices, and in reſpect of the truth of God. 
Q. What was the neceſſity of it, in reſpect of our faith 


and happineſs? 


A. If Chriſt is not riſen, our faith is vain, we are yet 
in our ſins, and they that are fallen aſleep are periſhed. 
Q. How dba it neceſſary in confirmation of Chriſtianity ? 
A. If Chriſt is not riſen, our preaching is vain and 
falſe, the whole goſpel is but a cunningly deviſed fable, 
and the author of it a deceiver of the people. DIES 
165 Q. How did the glory of his office depend upon it? 
A. If Chriſt had not riſen, the truth, and promiſe of the 
Spirit eſſential to his prophetic office had been loſt ; the 
merit and interc eſſion nec eſſary to his prieſthood had been 
a wanting; and all power in heaven and earth neceflary 
to his regal dignity, had not been conferred upon him. 
Q. Hwwas the truth of Cod concerned in the reſur- 


rection of Chriſi 


A. The Father had frorn by an oath, that he would 
ra:ſe him up; and declared by the prophetic fpirir, 
that hewould got ſuffer hie holy one to fee corruption, 


Q. " JI 9 oc 


Pear. £ 
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the certain of Chriſt's reſurrection ap- 
| 4 TT 


/ 
\ 


23 Of the Reſt urredi on of Chriſt, 
A. The truth of it is abundantly evident from the 
circumitances. and effects of the thing itſelf ; and from 


the teſtimonies that have been given of it. 
Q. What circumſtances evince the truth of his reſur- 


rection? 


A. The rolling away of the great ſtone from the door 
of the ſepulchre by an angel from heaven, which Chriſt's 


enemies had ſealed and made ſure; the order in which 


the grave-cloaths were found; the oy having been 


laid in a new ſepulchre, prevented any ſuſpicion that it 


was another; and other dead bodies of faints roſe, and 
appeared to many, thewing the poſſibility of a reſut- 


rection, and doing honour t) him who had conquered 


death and the grave, 


Q. What EFFECTS of Chrifs reſurrection farther 


evinced the certainty of it ? | 
A. Theetfufion oi tite divine Spirit, the working of 
miracles, the converſion of multitudes, and the extraor- 
dinary gifts which men received, could not flow from a 
dead but a riſen Jefus. 15 pe 
170 Q, What teſtimonies have been given of the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt ? | e | 


A. Teſtimonies of all forts, human, angelical and divine. 


Q. By what men was the reſurrection atteſted ? 
As. By apoſtles, enemies, and others, who ſaw him alive. 
Q. What leſtimo ny did the apoſtles give toit? | 
A. They unavimouf]y declared that God raiſed him 
up the third day, and ſewed him openly, not to all the 
people, but to witneff-s choſen before of God, even to 
us, fay they, who did eat and drink with him, after he 
,, HH. 

Q. What enemies of Chriſt attefled it!? 

A. Some of the watch came into the city, and ſhew- 
ed unto the chief prieſts all the things that were done. 
Pilate alfo gave an account of it to the emperor and Ro- 
man ſenate, in whoſe records theſe things are“ ſaid to 
have been entered. lo which might be added, the te- 
ſtimonies of julian the apoſtate, and others. 
Q. Who beſide, ſaw him alive after his reſurrection? 
AJ. He was {cen of above five hundred brethren at once. 

175 Q. What anſwer may be given to that objection 
: | : againſt 


0 the Eſedts of Chrift's Reſurrection. 29 
1 againſt the reſurrection of Chri , That he ought to have 
5 appeared openly to all the people, and the rulers, rather 
| than to have kept it private, among ſelect friends? 
A. It is anſwered, Thoſe who will not believe the e- 
vangeliſts, would not have been perſuaded, though they 
had ſeen one riſen from the dead, as was evident from 
the inftance of Lazarus; and it was now improper that 
Chriſt ſhould again ſuffer the contradiction of finn:rs to 
his face, and therefore declared be ore, that the world 
ſhould no more, ſee him after his death: moreover, he 
judged it more fit ta ſpend his thort time upon earth with 
his diſciples, than in ſ1tisfying.the unreafonable ſcruples 
of his enemies, who now de ſerved to be thus puniſhed for 
their unbeſief. Beſides ali it was the will of God then 
as npw, that men ſhould live by faith, and that the be- 
lies of the reſurrection ſhould not be propagated or ſup- 
ported by any earthly power, influence, or authority 
wWhatſoever. | e 
Q. What teſtimony did the angels give tothe reſurrection? 
A. They told the woe n who came to the tepulchre, 


U 
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Nee is not here, but he is riſen as he ſaid. 
| Q. What divine teſtimony is ſuperudiled? 

A. When the Father brought again into the world the 

firſt begotten, As Al b, let all the angels of God worſhip 


„ him: God the Son teſtified, Jam he that liveth, and was 

| dead, and behold I am alive for evermere ; and the Holy 
. Ghoſt alſo is a witneſs of the fame. If therefore we re- 
© ceive the witneſs of man, the witneſs of God is greater. 
= ll bat are the effects of Chriſt's reſurrection from 
5 the dead? b FOR r 


A. Theſe may be ref-rred partly to God the Father, 
partly to Chriſt hunſelf, and partly to his people. | 


„ Q. What are the effects of it which reſpect God the 
. Fathers „ | DOE 57 

9 A. Chriſt was raiſed from the dead to the glory of 
5 God the Father. His truth and faithfulneſs is illuſtrat- 


ed in fulfilling ty pes, promiſes, and prophecies concerning 
this matter, Acts xxvi. 22, 23, Alſo the exceeding 


PR greatneſs of the divine power was diſplayed ina moſt glo- 
„ rious manner, in the reſurrection of Cbriſt, Eph. 1. 19, 


n 20. The juſtice of God likewiſe is glorified in it; for 


whin 


* 
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23 F the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
A. The truth of it is abundantly evident from the 
circumſtanc es and effects of the thing itſelf ; and from 
the teſtimonies that have been given of it 
Q. What circumſtances evince the truth of his reſur- 
rection? | 13 e 
A. The rolling away of the great ſtone from the door 
of the ſepulchre by an angel from heaven, which Chriſt's 
enemies had ſealed and made ſure; the order in which 
the grave-cloaths were found; the body having been 
laid in a new ſepulchre, prevented any ſuſpicion that it 
was another; and other dead bodies of ſaints roſe, and 
appeared to many, thewing the poſſibility of a reſut- 
rection, and doing honour to him who had conquered 
death and the grave. 5 Mien, 


Q. What EFFECTS of Chriffs reſurrection farther 
evinced the certainty of it ? | 1 
A. The etfuſion oi tie divine Spirit, the working of 
miracles, the converſion of multitudes, and the extraor- 
dinary gifts which men received, could not flow from a 
dead but a riſen Jefus  _ A | 
170 Q, What teflimonies haue been given of the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt? | SES Mo 
A. Teſtimonies of all ſorts, human,angelical and divine. 
Q. By what men aus the reſurrection atteſted? _ 
A. By apoſtles, enemies, and others, who ſaw him alive. 
'Q. What teflimony did the apoſtles give tait & 
A. They unanimouſly declared that God raiſed him 
up the third day, and ſhewed him openly, not to all the 
people, but to witneſſes choſen before of God, even to 
us, fay they, who did eat and drink with him, after he 
role fram the gender .. 19 | 
Q. What enemies of Chriſt attefted it ? © hs 
A. Some of the watch came into the city, and thew- 
ed unto the chief prieſts all the things that were done. 
Pilate alſo gave an account of it to the emperor and Ro- 
man ſenate, in whoſe records theſe things are“ ſaid to 
have been entered. lo which might be added, the te- 
ſtimonies of julian the apoltate, and others. 
Q. Who beſide, ſaw him alive after his reſurredtion ? 
A. He was ſcen of above five hundred brethren at once. 
175 Q. What anſwer may be given ts that objection 
Pope : by againſt 
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Of the Effeds of Chrift's Reſurrection. 29 
appeared openly to all the people, and the rulers, rather 
than to have kept it private, among ſelect friends? 

A. It is anſwered, Thofe who will not believe the e- 
vangeliſts, would not have been perſuaded, though they 
had ſeen one riſen from the dead, as was evident from 


the inſtance of Lazarus; and it. was now improper that 


Chriſt ſhould again ſuffer the contradiction of finners to 
his face, and therefore declared be ore, that the world 


ſhould no more, ſee him after his death: moreover, he 


judged it more fit to ſpend his thort time upon earth with 
his diſciples, than in ſ1tisfying.the unreaſonable ſeruples 
of his enemies, who now deferved to be thus puniſhed for 
their unbeſief. Beſides ali it was the will of God then 
as now, that men ſhould live by faith, and that the be- 
lies of the reſurrection thould not be propagated or ſup- 
ported by any earthly power, influence, or authority 
whatſoever. Y 9s g 


Q. What teſtimony did the angels give tothe reſt urredion ? 


A. They told the Wonen who came to the tepulchre, 
He is not here, but he is rifen as he ſaic. 
Q. What divine teſtimony is ſuperadiled ? 


A. When the Father brought again into the world the 


firſt begotten, us a1 b, let all the angels of God worſhip 
him: God the Son teſtified, Lam he that liveth, and was 
dead, and behold I am alive for evermere ; and the Holy 
Ghoſt alſo is a witneſs of the fame. If therefore we re- 
_ ceive the witneſs of man, the witneſs of God is greater. 
Q. What are the effects of Chriſt's reſurrection from 
the ANF. ò AT WE OY WT OR et gy 
A. Theſe may be referred partly to God the Father, 
partly to Chriſt himſclf. and partly to his people. 


Q. What are the effefs of it which reſpect God the 


Father r By * 
A. Chriſt was raiſed from the dead to the glory of 
God the Father. His truth and faithfulneſs is illuſtrat- 
ed in fulfilling types, promiſes, and prophecies concerning 
this matter, Acts xxvi. 22, 23, Alſo the ' exceeding 
vreatneſs of the divine power was diſplayed in a molt glo- 
rious manner, in the reſurrection of Chriſt, Epi, i. 19, 
20. The juſtice of God likewiſe is glorified init; for 


whon 


againſt the reſurrection of Chriſt, That he ought to have 
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3, Of the Effeds of Chriſt's Reſurredion. N 
when Chriſt had done his work as a ſufety, it was but 


4 | and equitable that he ſhould be ho nourably dif _ 
Charged and legally acquitted, being loofed from the 


cards of death. And the wiſdom, goodneſs, . and grace 
of God which appeared in the ſcheme of ſawation, would 
have been defeated had not Chriſt been raiſed from the 
. 7 


180 Q. What are the conſequences of Chrift's reſur- 


rection, as to himſelf ? 


4. He was declared tobe the Son of God with power, 


accerding to the 1 of holineſs, by his reſurrection 


from the dead. is ſhows that he is Lord of all, both 
of the dead and of the living: that he hath the keys of 
hell and death, and can and will unlock the praves of 
bis people, and ſet them free, as he hath himſelf. By 
this-it is a clear caſe, that Chriſt hath finiſned his work 
here in fulfilling the law, fatisfying juſtice, and obtain- 
ing redemption for us. þ & 


l bat are the fruits of Coriff's reſurre&ion, which 


reſpect his people? 


A. The bleſſings of the covenant in general, are en- 


joyed by the: ſaints, in virtue of it b and in particular, 


ne was raiſed again for our juſtification; for that is 


founded rather on Chriſt's reſurrection, than on his death, 


om. viii. 33. 34: Regeneration is another effect of 


it, and hence the elect of God are ſaid to be begotten a- 
gain by it, yea to be quickened and raiſed up together 


with him: our faith and hope ariſe with him, for certain- 


iy. no bleflings can be too good for his love to grant, or 


too great for his power to confer; nor any enemies too 


ſtrong for him who ſpoiled principalities and powers on 
the croſs, and hath broke the cords of death, and the bars 


of the grave: and as he is the firſt fruits of them that 


Hleep, even fo doubtleſs, them alſo that fleep in Jeſus, 
will God bring with him ; who will change our vile body, 
that it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, 

Q. What practical improvement ought we to make of 
this capital doftrine F „ 
A. Thus to judge, that they who lire ſhould not 
henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him who died 
for them, and ROS aGain. * G Hew 


—. 


Of. Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Henven. 33 
Q: How long did Chrift continue on earth after his re- 
ſurretion ®— | gy kgs e EE 

A. Forty days. 1 

Q. Hew was he employed during that tine? 

A. Confirming the faith of his diſciples, and inftruQ- 
ing them in the nature and government of his ſpiritual 
kin dom. i | | 8 25 | 

, 85 Q Did he himſelf thenin perſan, fully open up the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem to his followers, before he left this earth? 

A. He did not: there were many articles moſt eſſen- 
tial and fundamental Which they could not then bear. 
How beit, ſays he, when the ſpirit is come, he will guide 


you into all truth. He ſhall glorify me: for he ſhall re- 


ceive of inine, and ſhail !how it unto you. Indeed the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, properly ſpeaking, did not fullyop- 
en till Jeſus was glorified, and the apoſtles received the 


promiſe of the Father upon the day of Pentecoſt,—From 


whence J conclude, that we are not to form our ideas 
of Chriſtianity, from what s narrated in the goſpels only, 


but from the complete canon of the New Teſtament, as 
founded upon, and inſeparably connected with the Old. 


Q Ilould it have been profitable for the church, bad 
Chriſt continued much longer on earth at their head? 


A. It was more expedient tor us that be ſhould go to 


the Father; nor could he be otherwiſe preſent with 
each of them, than by his Spirit, now that they were to 
be his witneſſes through all the world. Ea 
Q. How may we be certain of Chriſt's admiſſion into 


henden? 


A. From its having been both prefigured and predict- 


ed under the Old Teſtament; from its being atteſted by 
the apoſtles, and holy angels; and ſrom the bleſſed fruits 
of his actual aſcenſion to the throne of Ls glory. 

Q. In what capacities did be aſcend ? 


— 


A. As a victorious conqueror, to receive a triumph; 
as our forerunner, to open the way to glory; as the 


bridegroom and huſband of his church, to prepare a place 
for us; as the great high prieſt of our profeſſion, to 
become an advocate with the Father, and to give bold- 
nels and confidence to every true worſhipper; as our 
exaited king, to rule over the houſe of David for ever; 

; 9 as 


- . — — — — — —— 
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3 | 07 Chrifes  Aſcenſior fron into ert 


25 the good'thepherd ; to feed and lead bis flock; and 


lift them up for ever; and as our glorious repreſentative, 
to take poſſeſſion of the purchaſed inheritance. 


Q. V hat ſupporting * did he leave with his 5 


He at parting from them ? 
A. If Igo not away, ſays ks: the eontfiirieh! wil wi 
come unto you, but if I depart, I will ſend hin unto you. 
190 Q. For what purpoſe does he ſend the Spirit ? 
As. As an interpreter, to teach us all things; as a re- 
proyer, to convince the world of fin, righteouſneſs and 
Judgement ; as a comforter, to abide with us for ever; 
as a witneſs, to teftify of Chriſt ; as a guide, to lead us 
unto all truth; as a remembrancer; and in Sie, to 
apply the whole purchaſed redemption, in purſuit of his 
office and undertaking in covenant. 
| Q. Where was the Mediator ſet when be aſcended ? 
A. He far down on the right hand of the throne of 


God. Sb 


_ What is meant by the RIGHT HAN * of the 2 
＋ God? 

A. The dignity and glory of Chriſt in his oxalic 
fare; his joy and ſatisfaction; his dominion and power 
over all creatures; and the excellency and adminiftra- 
tion of his mediatorial kingdom. 

Q. What is implied i in bis $1TTING at the right hand 


of God : yy” 6 


A, Theexaltation of his human! nature in heaven above 
all creatures who ſtand and bow before the throne; his 
ſaſety and ſecurity from all attempts of enemies; and his 
duration and continuance in this glorious ſtate for ever. 

Q For what ends dees Chriſt fit at the right hand of 
Go 9 1 

A. For wakifeftarion” of his own, and his rather: 
glory; for the good of the church militant, and to com- 
pleat the joy of the church triumphant. 

195 Q bat improvement ſhould we make of Chriſt 
7 ting at the right hand of God ? | 
A. We ought to hearken diligently to him whoſſpeak- 


eth to us from heaven; to ſet our affeQtions on thing 


that are above; to labour to enter into his reſt, and Fo 


tivate a defire to depart and to be with Chrtft 83 * 
om 


| 


Of the Adminiſtration of the Covenant of Grace. 3 
rom this we may be confident that the gates of hell tall: 
oi prevail againſt the church. : | - 
QQ. Since the adminiſtration of the covenant of grace is 
dewwtved upon Chriſt himſelf, her does he now in his ex- 
alted ſtate adminifler it? e 
A. By the written word and preached goſpel, and diſ- 
. penſation of the ſacraments, accompanying all by the 
power and energy of the Holy Ghoſt. 
n Q. Of what importance in the adminiſtration of the co- 
d Lenant, is the reading and preaching of the goſpel? 
A. Hereby the covenant itſelf is revealed and unfolded, 
it is fully and freely offered to ſinners of mankind with- 
out exception, and when the goſpel comes not in word 
only, but alſo in power, and in the holy Ghoſt, thoſe 
who were ſtrangers are brought into the covenant, and 


united to Chritt the covenant- head. 4.0 
Q. Whither does the Spirit moſt ordinarily accompany 

the reading or preaching of the word for this purpoſe? 

te A. As faith cometh by hearing, it pleaſeth God by 


the fooliſhneſs of PA EACH IN to ſave them that be- 


ed lieve. In preaching the Lord Jeius, the hand of the 


er Lord is with his ſervants, whereby multitudes believe 


'a- Wind are turned to the Lord. 


Q. What is the efficacy of the word, in the conver fron | 


nd of ſinners compared to in Scripture oy | 
| A. It is lizened to fire, which purifies and refines ; to 
we an hammer, which rendech the heart of ſtone ; to rain, 
bis WF which refreſhes and molifies; to light, which guides and 
his directs; and it is quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
any two-edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing a- 
F Wtunder of foul and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a difcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
ers 200 Q. What uſe does the Spirit make of the word writ- 
. fen and preached, to thoſe who are within the covenant ? 
i A. They are thereby built up in holineſs and comfort, 

„ WT through faith, unto ſaſvation. . 3 
. Whether are the ſacraments deſigned to confirm the 
eak- word, or to ſtrengthen our faith?  _ | 


God, cannot admit of higher confirmation than his aſſe- 
þ veration and oath ; but the ſacraments are neceſſary to 
rom Bl iirengthen and confirm our faith. A Q. What 


A. The whole of revelation being the true ſayings of 


34 Of the Stars of the Covenant of Grate. 
_ Q. What is the difference between the word and ſacra- 
ments, conſidering both as means of grace and ſalvation ? 
A. The word may be effectual to this end without 
the ſacraments, but the facraments cannot avail without 


* 


the word, 6$— ents | 
Q. How many ſeals tire appeniled to the covenant if 
A x 1 | 

A. Under the old diſpenſation of the covenant there 
were two, circumciſion and the paſſover; and under the 
new, two alſo, viz. bapꝛiſm and the Lord's ſupper. 

Q. How have they been uſually called ® . , 
A. The ſeals of this covenantwere called by the Latin 
church, sacxaAMENTS 3 and by the Greek church 
MYSTERIES HH | | 
205 Q What is meant by the word SA CRAMENT? 
A. The word 8ac&amnenr, originally ſignifies the 
oath which the Roman ſoldiers bound themfelves. by to 
their General; and it is our oath of allegiance, whereit 
we ſwear fidelity to Jeſus the captain of our falvation, 
As they ſwore that they would never defert their cv 
tours in the day of battle; we alſo fotemnly engage to 
maintain irreconcileable war againſt all the enemies of 
Chriſt, without and within us, fighting reſolutely ur 
his banner againſt ſin, Satan and the world; and this at 
the peril of our eternal damnation. _ 

. What is meant by the word MY TERRY? 
A. It fignifies that beſide the outward and viſib 
figns, there is in this ordinance ſome ſecret or hidden 
meaning which is diligently to be attended unto. 

Q. In what reſpe#s are the ſacraments called s x aus! 
| A. They may be conſidered as God's ſeals, and u 
our ſeals. 2 | we 
Q. How are they to be conſidered as God's ſeals ? 
A. As they are ordinances given by him for the cot 
firmation of our faith, that he will be our covenant God, 
and that he makes over Chriſt and his benefits as ours. 
Q. How are they to be confidered as our ſeals ? 
A. As we vifibly profe's to avouch this God to bt 
our God, and give up ourſelves unto him to be his per 
ple; and defire to be made partakers of Chriſt, and tit 
benefits of the new covenant in his own way, 


210 Q. HM 


G 


Of Urcumciſion and the Paſſover. 35 
4 210 Q Who have a right to the ſacraments s 
A. Thoſe who are credible profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
teligion have a right before men, but real faints only 
* have 4 right before God. wh TOY 
Q. For what end, hath Chriſt inſtituted ſacraments in 
7 his churrb)ꝰ?ꝰ ER, e | 
A. To rs up the remembrance of bis death ; to 
give his people delightful communion with himſelf, and 
with one another; to confirm his covenant with them, 
and their obligations to him; to ſtrengthen their graces 
and to diftinguith them from the teſt of the world. 
Q. Do the ſacraments neceſſarily promote ſakvation ? 
A. They have no power in themſelves to anſwer this 
on TY all who receive them would certainly be 
AYE. .--4 . 


the 3 5 s Y ) wp RY ISS. © | TELE IE "> OS. 
1 Q. Does their e racy depend upon the piety and inten- 
on en of the adminiſtrator « 


A. By no means; who is Paul, or who is Apollos, 


pray for the bleſſing, but cannot poſſibly confer that 
e srace which is the work and gift of Chriſt. 5 
Q. Horb then do the ſacraments become effectual to 


alvatien 8 | 


5 A. Only by the bleſſing of Chriſt, and by the efficaci- 
ous working of the Holy Ghoſt. ; 8 
Chl 2 ben was the ſacrament of circumciſion inſti- 


uted Pf 


Abraham, and confined in a peculiar manner to his family. 
Q. What wes fegtified by circumcifien ® \ 
d. The deſtruction of original fin; the dedication of 
he perſon to God; and the neceſſity of regeneration, or 
eing cut off from the fixſt Adam as a coveniini-head, 


Gold being grafted into Chriſt, d e 
Jos vas this ſacrament alminiſtred to the chil- 
P * = of the faithful ? 3 | 
owl Becauſe God had promiſed in the covenant to be 
* God likewiſe to their ſeed, and therefore It was ex- 


reſly enjoined that every male-Child ſhould be circum- 
Bd the re ͤ 

ben was the ſacrament of the paſſover inflituted ? 
| 8 8 „ A, At 


but ſtewards of the myſteries of God, who may indeed 


A. When the covenant of promiſe was renewed with 


and vigour of life. 


8 Of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, + 
A. At the deliverance of Iſrael from Egypt. 
Q. Why was it called the Paſſover ®£%9Þ  *o | 
A. Becauſe the deſtroying angel yassED over 
their houſes, when he ſmote all the firſt born of Egypt, 
220 Q. And why did the deſtrqyer then paſs over the 
houſes of the Iſraelites? 55 
A. Becauſe their door er and lintels were ſprinkled 
with the blood of the paſſover lamb, ſignifying that the 
blood of Chriſt ſprinkled on our conſcience, is a ſure de- 
. fence from divine wrath. _ | 
Q. Why was it required that the paſchal lamb ſhoull 
be a male of the firſt year, and without blemiſh ? 
A. To lignify the purity and excellence of Chriſt, who 
ſhould offer himſelf for us without ſpot, in the prime 


U 


Q. Why was it to be roafled, to be eaten wholly, with 
Sitter herbs, and with unleavened bread, by the whil: 
congregation, at once? | | 
A. Torepreſent the s xvz r1T yr of Chriſt's ſufferings; 

that he muſt be wu ol teceived by faith; and Tat 
in the exerciſe of REPENTANCE ; Without delay, and 
with ſincerity of heart; and to ſignify that there is e- 
nough in Chriſt, for the ſalvation of the whole church 
at once, | | | | 

Q. Mberein do the ſacraments of the Old Teſtament 
differ from thoſe of the New ? | 

A. The ſacraments of the Old Teſtament repreſented 
_ Chriſt as To comet, but more obſcurely ; whereas 
thoſe of the New repreſent him clearly as already come 

Q Wherein do Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper agree? 

A. In that Got! is the author, and Chriſt is the mat- 
ter of both; both are ſeals of the fame covenant, and 
imply engagements to the fame duties; both ought to 
be publicly diſpenſed, and that by miniſters of the 
goſpel only; and they are both io continue in the 
church, till Chriſt's ſecond coming. : 

225 Q. What bleſſings are ſealed to us in Baptiſm? 

4 Our engraftment into Chriſt, and a participation 
of the benefits of the new covenant, rh 
Q. What benefits of the new covenant are more eſpeci 
ally repreſented and applied in baptiſm 2 4K 


* 


r ˙ . Coo, 


tze Sacrament of Baptiſm. 

A. Regeneration, juſtification, and adoption; all 
which flow directly from union with Chriſt, who is our 
life, our righteouſneſs, and our elder brother. 

Q. How is our baptiſm to be improved by us ? - 

A. By ſerious and thankful conſideration of the nature 
of it, and of the ends for which Chriſt inſtituted it ; by 
being humbled for our ſinful defilement, our falling 
ſhort of, and walking contrary to our engagements ; and 
by endeayouring to live by faith, to have our converſa- 


tion in holineſs and righteouſneſs, and to walk in bro- 


therly love, as being baptized. by the ſame Spirit into 
one body. © | | | 
Q. When ſhould we thus improve vur Baptiſm ? 
A. All our lite long, eſpecially in time of temptation, 
& when we are preſent at the adminiſtration ofit to others. 
Q. Is private baptiſm commendable, even if ſome pit- 
tance ſbould, on that account, be given to the poor ? 5 
A. I think not: it clandeſtinely obtrudes members 
into the viſible church ; occaſions, among ſome at leaſt, 
the irreverent adminiſtration of baptiſm, too much ſepa- 


rates the ordinance of teaching from it, confirms the ig- 
norant in the popith fancy of its abſolute neceſſity, robs . 


Chriſtians of an opportunity of renewing their vows, and 
deprives the parents and child of the benefit of the pray- 


ers of a whole congregation, | 


230 Q. Wherein do baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper differ ? 
A. Baptiſm ſeals an entrance into the church, and im- 
plantation into Chriſt, and therefore is adminiſtered but 
once, and to infants as well as others: whereas the Lord's 
ſupper is a ſeal of ſpiritual nouriſhment and growth in 
grace, and therefore to be receiyed frequently, and only 
by perſons who can examine themſelves. 


Q. By what names is this laſt ſacrament uſually called? 


A. It is called the euchariſt, the feaſt, the communi- 


on, and the Lord's upper. 
Q. Whyzs it called the euchariſt, or thankſgiving ? 
A. Becauſe Chriſt gave thanks when ke appointed it, 
and we are to receive it with thankfulneſs. 
Q. Why ſaid to be the feaſt ? 
A. Becauſe of the ample proviſion that is here ſet 
before us, and the joy wherewith it is to be received. 


” — g . 
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38 Of the Sacramental Elements and Aftions. 
Q. Wy is it defigned the communion & _ : 
A. Becauſe of the intercourſe there is in this ordinance 

between Chriit the head, and the members of his body. 

In it he communicates his favour and grace, of his fulneſs 
and ſalvation ; and they communicate their thankſgiving, 
love and gratitude. And the members likewiſe enjoy 
delightfu] communion with one another; for we being 
many are but one body. And we eat of the ſame bread, 
and drink of the fame cup, in token that we derive our 
life from one common fquntain, that we are all actu- 
ated by the ſame ſpirit, and have as near an intereſt and 
affection for one another, as the members of the ſame body. 

235 Q. Why filed the Lard s ſupper @ 

4. Becauſe it is a ſpiritual repaſt for the ſoul, as meat 


is for the body; and it is a chief banquet in the family 


of Chriſt, as ſupper was among the ancients; and like- 
wiſe becauſe it was inſtituted in the evening after the 
laſt paſſover was eaten, and under the laſt diſpenſation. 


And it is emphatically called the Lord's ſupper, to inti- 


mate the authority and excellence of it. 
Q. What elements are to be uſed in the Lord's ſupper? 
A. Common bread, and the fruit of the vine. 
Q. Ought not every communicant tg receive both the 
bread and the wine ? 1 b 
A. Yes; they are to take and eat of the bread, and 


With reference to the cup, Chriſt faith, drink ye ALL 


of it. 3 5 
Q. What is ſignified by the bread and wine? 


* , . . 


A. The body and blood of Chriſt. 
Q. What is our faith to terminate upon, when the body 
and blood of Chriſt are repreſented by theſe elements? 
A. His incarnation, obedience, and death. 
240 Q. What ſucramental actions are uf?! ? 
A. They are ſuch as reſpect either the adi iniftrator, 


or the receivers of this ordinance. 


Q. What are the jacramental actions on the part 7 
Chriſi, the firſt adminiſtrator ?. pa 


A. He took the elements, bleſſed them, and gave 


thanks; broke the bread, and gave both the bread and 


the wine to his diſciples. e | | 5 
Q. Ii hat may the admin iſtrators T AN of the ele- 


ments lead us to think upon? A, Chritt's 


* 


7 


. 


© the fecramentah Element. 39 

A. Chricks undertaking the work of our ee 
and for this end aſſuming an holy human Nature, that 
he might have ſomewhat to offer. 

"Y bat! is meant by his bleſſing of theſe elements 2 

The ſetting apart fo much of them as ſhall be 
uſed from a common to a ſacred uſe; and that this 
ſacrament is a means of Chriſt's bleſſing his people. 

Q. Are the bread and the wine turned into the real 
Lody and blood of Chriſt by winiftevial canſecration ? 

A. By no means: the ſuppqſition of ſuch a change is 
contrary to the teſtimony of all our ſenſes, the . 
of reaſon, the declaration of ſcripture, the nature of a 
ſacrament, c. Cc. | 

245 Q. What wiews ſhould we have as to the breaking 
F the bread and pouring out of the wine? | 

A. The breaking of Chriſt's body, and pouring out 
of his ſoul unto death. | 

Q. What is meant by clvinG the bread and the wine 
to communicants, ? | 

A. That Chriſt is his own and his Father's free wife 
to ſinners of mankind, for life and ſalvation. | 

Q. What are the ſacramental actions on the part of 
communicants © 

4. They take, and partake of both elements, and di- 
vide them among themſelves. | 

j What is the language of communicants TAKING 
theſe elements? | 

A. It is an emblem of the faints receiving Chriſt by 
the hand of faith, and all the bleſſings of grace with him, 
agreeable to the offer. 

Q. What is meant by their partaking of theſe „ 

A. That there muſt be a particular application of 
Chriſt to the ſoul. 

250 Q. Why ſhould communicants divide the element s 
among themſelves ? 

A. In imitation of the practice of Chriſt and his a- 
poltles, and to teſtify their mutual love and union, as 
hereby they become one bread. 

Q Are the different elements 72 gned to ſgniſy dif- 
ferent parts of Chriſt's ee . 

A. We ought rather to conſider the one and the other, 
as viſible external ſigns of the ſame things, Q Whe- 


Chriſt ? 
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40 07 ſhewing 7 the Lord's death. 
. Q. Whether ſpould the ſacrament be received fi ting, 
ſanding, or kneeling ? 
A. Sitting ſeems to come neareſt to Chriſt s example, 
and beſt fuits with the nature of a feaſt, and the Lord's 
TABLE: : Whereas kneeling hath the appearance at 


leaſt of popiſh idolatry and ſuperſtition. 


Q. When did our Lord inſtitute this Sacrament ? 
A. In the ſame night wherein he himſelf was 2 105 
Q. For what end was this ordinance appointed? 

A. To ſhew forth the death of Chriſt till he come again, 


255 Q. 1s it only tbe laſt ſeene of his uber ings we are 


to commemorate here? 


A. We ought o remember with application, the 
whole courſe of his obedience and n from the 
cradle to the grave. 

Q. What is it about the death of Chriſt, we are io re- 


member in this ordinance £ 
A. The xecessITyY. of it, to dello from go- 


ing down to the pit; the TRUT H of it, that he really 


underwent theſe things; and the sUyFicitncy 
thereof, as available to the falvation of a loſt world. 
Q. In what manner Should we here remember the death 


| of Chriſt & 


A.F iducially, humbly, mournfully, chankfully, an 


affectionately. 


Q. To whom dp aue frew forth o or repreſent the death f 


A. To God the goa nds, to angels, to devil 
to the world, and to our conſciences. 
by How are «we to fhew it forth to God the judge of all; 8 
A. Preſ enting it by faith as a complete latisfaction to 
his- juſtice l in our room and ſtead. - | 
260 Q. How are we to fhew it forth to holy angels? 
A. As the ground of our reconciliation to, and com- 
munion with tem. 1 ths 
* Why to Satan ? | 
4. Improving this atonement as an anſwer to all 
accuſations, as a reaſon againft yielding to any tempta- 
tion, and as the only way in which we overcome and | 
bruiſe him under our feet. 
8 What do we mean by ſoexging for th the Lord death 
fore the eel] ee -- 4. * 


A. We openly profeſs to the world, that we glory 
in his croſs only, as the ſum and centre of all our prin- 
ciples, the foundation of our hope and confidence, and 
the reaſon of our non-conformity. to the world. 

'Q. Why ſhewit forth to dur own cunſciencess 

A. Improving it to quiet our troubled minds under 2 
ſenſe of guilt, and as the only means to purge conſci- 
ence from dead works to ſerve the living God. 

Q. How oFT are we to ſhew forth the death of Chriſt ? 

A. The firſt Chriſtians ſeem to have done it every ſab- 
bath, and we ought to do ſo as oft as we have opportunity. 
265 Q. Js not Chriſt realty preſent in this ordinance ? 
A. Yes ; heisgraciouſly, though invilibly preſent here, 
as in other ordinances Where his name is recorded. 

. Who are worthy receivers of this ordinance ? 

A. True believers, and they only. 3 

Q. V. hat are. they made partahers of 9 93 | 

A, Of Chriſt's body and blood, with all his benefits. 


Q. Why are the benefits of the new covenant called 


Chriſt's &. | 


A; Becauſe he 1s the purchaſer, the proprietor, and 


diſpenſer of them among his people. 


' Q. What is the fruit of their partaking of all his benefits? 


A. Their ſpiritual nourthment and growth in grace. 
270 Q. Whoſe duty is it to receive the Lords ſupper ? 
A. All Chriſtians come to mature age are obliged to 
it, by the law of God, but believers only have a rea! 
right to it, aud ſuch believers only as have grace in ſui- 
table exerciſe are actually fit for it. . 
Q. Are graceleſs perſons come to age guilty, if they ne 
glee this ordinance & _ 1 J 
A. Ves; they practically renounce their baptiſm, ac- 
count the death of Chriſt, as unworthy of remembrance, 
and deſpiſe ſacramental bleſſingss. ; 3 
Q. What courſe ſhould they take, ſeeing whether they 
receive or neglect this ordinance they offend 8 * _ | 
A. Their immediate duty is to comply with the goſ- 
pel-call, and receive Chriſt as offered; and thus being 
brought into a gracious ſtate, they are habitually pre- 
pared for this; and every duty or difficulty. 
e it nota dreadful. proſtitution of this ſacrament to 


by oblige 


df fhewing forth the Lord's death, 4 
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42 Of Preparation "Rr hakitual and at 
oblige men to receive it, to qualify them for civil Offices ? 
A. Doubtleſs it is. 
Q. Who are to be kept back from the communion table ? 
A. The groſsly ignorant, and openly profane. 
275 Q. Why ought the groſsly ignorant de kept back ? 
A. Becauſe they cannot diſcern the Lord's body, or 
examine themſelves. _ 
Q. Why ought the openly e to be fee afede ? 


A. Becauſe there can be no communion between righ- | 


teouſneſsand unrighteouſneſs, between Chriſt and Belial: 
and therefore with ſuch we ought not to eat, 

Q. Whether then is this a carverting or confirming 1 
nance ? 

A. It is intended for the ſpiritual nauriſhment of true 
believers, whilſt the written and preached word, are 
deſigned for converſion and begetting of faith. - 


Q. What preparation is neceſſary. this ordinance , | 


A. Both habitual, and actual preparation. 

QQ Wherein does habitual preparation conſiſi ? 

A. In being cloathed upon with the garment of falva- 
tion, Chriſt's righteouſneſs imputed ; and having his 
grace implanted in our hearts. | 
| * Q. bat actual preparation ts neceſſary ? 

A. Beſide public attendances ; ſelf-examination, dedi- 
cation, meditation and prayer are required. 

Q. Us ſelf-examination the duty of thoſe only, who com: 
municate for the firſt time ? | 

A. No, it is the duty of every perſon, every time he 
communicates. 

QQ Have wwe not reaſon lo hope, that if aue are car eful 
to examine ourſelves, we may come to ſome diſtindt know- 
ledge Nun our Hate & 

A. We haye ; otberwife the command to this duty 
would be inſignificant; and we know that many holy 
men in all ages, have been very ſucceſsful in l 
and trying their ownlelves. 
ſe Q. OR is the moff ſucceſsful away fes examining our 
eldes f | 
A. We ought to retire from the hurry of the 3 

[eli to deal impartially, compare our actions and be- 
hay) iour With the word of God ; and cry to God 10 
5 e 


Ire 


bis 


Self Examination. before the "POTN 43 
he 4000 rch and try us, and lee if there be any 
wicked thing in us, | 

Q. What are aue particularly toexamine ourſelves about ? 

A. Of our intereſt in Chrilt, of our ſins, of our wants, 
of our deſixes, of the- truth and meaſure of our graces, 
of our new. 7 forgiveneſs. of injuries, c. 

285 Q. Why ſhould aue prove aurſelves whether Chrift 
be in us, [a particularly beſare this qr dinance. ? 

A. Becauſe without union to him, there can be no com- 
munion with him or receiving of faving bleſſings from him. 

Q. How may we 1 upon ſel examination, that” 
4 Is NOT in us? 

A. If we are utterly ignorant of his perſon, natures, 
offices, and undertaking ; if we never ſaw our abſolute 
need of him, as the only Saviour; if we do not ſubmit 
to his kingly government, as well as rely on the righte- 
ouſneſs of his prieſthood ; ; in ſhort, while we live ina wil- 
ful contempt of his laws, periiſt in the commiſſion of any 
known fin, or in the total neglect of any commanded du- 
ty, we are not in Chriſt, we are yet diſapproved. ' | 

Q. How may aue be fatisfied that Chriſt the hope of 
60% is formed in us? 

A. If any man be in Chriſt, be is a new creature ; old 
things are paſſed away, behold, all things are become new. 

Q. Wh y are we to examine gur ſelves concerning our fins ? 

A. That we may be bumbled for them, and earneſtly 
ſeek to be waſhed from them in the blood of Chriſt. 

Q. When ſtauld ve ad. that our fins are not con- 
ft Py with a ſigte of grace? 

When they are "committed wilfully aud prafump- 
an i ; when obſt ina teby perſiſted ig, and yet fit light | 
upon the conſcience ; when we frequently relapſe into 
the ſame groſs ſins, without watching againſt predomi- 
nantevils ; and if fin js gaining more ſtrength over us, 
notwithſtanding the means of grace we enjoy. | | 

290 Q. When may we hope that gur ful infirmitier | 
are yet conſiſtent with a gracious ſtate ? 

A. When we watch "_ ſtrive, and pray againſt e- 
very ſin and temptation toit; when we groan under a 
ſenſe of it, crying for deliverance ; and When we care- 
fally and habitually i improve the death, doctrines and 
example 


44 / Examination of Grace. 
example of Chriſt for the total deſtruQion of the old 
man with his luſts and affections. . 
Q. Why ought we ts examine into our wants , 
A. That we may duly prize Chriſt himſelf, and the 
rich proviſion he hath made in this ordinance. . 
Q. What particular wants may ewen true believer; 
find about themſelves, upon examination ® © 
A. Though they may have ſome good hope, they may I fi 
Want full aſſurance of an intereſt in Chriſt; though they I b 
have faith, they may not always have the joy of it: © 
they may want more enlargement of heart, and raiſed It 
affections in holy duties; farther experience of the grace 
of God, and the delight of communion with him; a 
greater degree of eſtablithment in try ing and perilous 
times, and zeal for the honour of God, when the love of 
many waxes cold; deeper impreſſions of the love of 
Chriſt, and more conformity to his example in all things, 
Q. Seeing hypocrites and the unregenerate may have 
ſome kind of deſires after Chriſt, how may wwe know whe- 
ther our defires are gracious ? „ 
A. If they terminate primarily and principally upon 
rhe perſon of Chriſt, and then upon his benefits; if they 
go out after hun above all things, and are vehement, ac- 
tive, and abiding, yea increaſing : in fine, if we can ap- 
peal to himſelf that the DESIXKE Or OUR $QUL 15 
toward him, and the remembrance of his name. 
Qt. What graces are awe to enquire after? 


X 4 222 


A. After the meaſure and kind of our knowledge, 
faith, repentance, love, hope, fear, humility, gratitude, 
aſſurance, peace, joy, forgiveneſs of injuries. 

295 Q. How may we be ſure that our xxOWLEDGE 
is of a competent meaſure ? A ape | 

A. If we have acquired diſtinct views of the divine 
perſons, perfections, and laws; of man's creation, fall, 
and inabyity to recover himſelf ; of Chriſt in his natures, 

offices, andrizhteouſneſs ; and of the covenant of grace 
Py in its freedom, fulneſs and ſtability, together with the 
_” * eee 
Q. When may we conclude our knowledge to be of the 
| Saving hind? 5 5 n 
A. If it is experimental, humbling, increaſing, and 
% - Q H#ba: 


be particularly diſtinguiſbed? 


Of Examination of Graces. 45 

Q. What is the neceſſity of rat in this ordinance 

A. It is n<ceſlary to feed upon Chrift crucified. 

Q. Have all real Chriſtians the ſame meaſure of faith ? 

A. They have not; ſome are ſtrong in faith, not 
ſtaggering through unbelief ; others of li'tle faith. 

J. What are the marks of ftrong faith? 

A. It leads to ſelf diffidence, carries through dif- 
ficult duties, ſupports under croſs diſpenſations, promotes 
boldneſs and importunity at the throne of grace, and 
cauſes the believer to triumph in Chriſt, as knowing 
that nothing ſhall ſeparate from his love. | . 

300 Q. What are the ſymptoms of weak faith? 

A. A degree of confidence in our own righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength, perpetual doubts and fears about our ſtate, 
ſinful haſte to avoid danger, and ſtaggering at the promiſe 
when we meet with temptation, defertion, or unfavour- 
able diſpenſations. | 

Q. What are the evidences of ſaving faith? 

A. It accounts all things but loſs for Chriſt, worketh 
by love to God and man, tends to purify the heart, op- 
poſe fin, overcome the world, reſiſt the devil, and to 
promote good works of every kind. 1 Ek 

Q. What are the ſigns of reigning unbelief ? 

A. An habitual negle& of heavenly and ſpiritual con- 
cernments; delays in cloſing with Chriſt, and particu- 
lar application of the goſpel ; untenderneſs of life and 
converſation, hardneſs of heart, apoſtacy from God, 
and final deſpair. EN . 

Q. hat is the uſe of xxPENTANCE in this ordinance? 
i A. To mourn for ſin, as having pierced the Lord of 
glory. . 
G. How may we know if our repentance is unto life ? 

A. If it is habitual, if we grieve for fin as offenſive to 
God, anq if we carefully turn from all fin, both in heart 
and life. 285 5 

305 Q. How may legal and ewangelical repentance 

A. Legal repentance flows from a view of God's juſtice 
and wrath in his threatnings and judgments, and the con- 
vict is chiefly affected with the Gu1LT of fin, and of 
fome groſs fin in particular, and he turns only from ſome 
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| bonoured and exalted, in adverſity as in proſperity; 


| 46 Of Examination of Grices, f 


outward acts of fin; fo. that this ſorrow, If it ſtops 
here, worketh death: whereas evangelical repentance 
arifes from faith's view of God's holineſs manifeſted in 
the precept of the law, and of his mercy and love in the 
death of Chriſt, and the penitent is chiefly affected with 
the rILTH of fin, and grieved for ſecret fins, whereby 


God is diſhonoured ; and this contrition turns from the 


love of every fin, and leads to eternal life. 
Q. When ſhould awe in à particular manner eſſay, and 
feek the actual exerciſe of repentance ? | 
A. After ſhameful backſlidings; when under ſevere 
trials, or if great judgments are impending ; When a- 
bout to afk any ſingular mercy from God z and before 


any difficult work, or ſolemn ſervice, 


repentance ? | 
A. We ought to meditate upon the nature, number, 
aggravations, and defer of our fins ; and cry that the $a- 
viour exalted may give us both repentance and remiſſion. 
Q. What occaſion is there here for the exerciſe of love ? 


Q. What ſhould wwe do to obtain the actual exerciſe of 


A. Without love there can be no communion with God, 


Q. How may we know if our love to Chriſt be ſincere? 
A. If it is ſuperlative and univerfal, and if it conſtrains 


us to keep his commandments, and to hate every falſe 


and wicked way. | | 
310 Q. Can we truly love God while we Live at vari- 

&nce with our neighbour Fox þ@ „„ 
A. It is not poſſible; if a man ſay I love God, and 

hateth his brother, nE 1s a Lrak ; for he that 

loveth not his brother Whom he hath ſeen, how can he 

love God whom he hath not ſeen? . | 

©. How may ve know if our lowe to the brethren be 


ſuch, as by it we may conclude, that awe have paſſed 
from death to life? © r 


A. If we eſteem them becauſe of their relation to God 
as his children, to Chriſt as his members, and to the Spi- 
Tit as his ſanctified ones; if we value them a Lt, ſtran- 


gers as well as relations, and that notwithſtanding ſome 


differences of opinion; if we regard them eonsTANT- 
LY, When defpiſed and perſecuted, as well as when 
li 


we 
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Examination of Graces. 47 
we love them from a pure heart yERVEXR TI v, ſo as te 
prefer their company and delight in it above that of any 
other : In ſhort if we are helped to ſympathize with 
them both in their ſorrows and joys, to ſerve them and 
miniſter to their neceſſities, and to bear with injuries 
from them, and cover their faults from others. 

Q. What are the evidences of that noys which mak- 
eth not aſhamed ? | | 0 


A. It is not like the preſumption of the profane, who 


truſt that however they live, he that made them 
will ſurely have mercy on them at laft ; nor the hope 
of the hypocrite which ſhall likewiſe periſh, becauſe 
founded only on a form of Godlineſs, and a name to live: 
but the hope ofa believer is built upon the ſure founda- 
tion, Chriſt 
keeps him from being carried down the ſtream of world- 
ly pleafures, or daſhed on the rocks of deſpair z yea, 
this hope of falvation refines.the ſoul from ſenſe and fin, 
as Chriſt (the object of) our hope is pure. 

Q. Why is holy r EAR fo neceſſary to right communic ai. 
ing? SO ap „ | | 

185 As we then make a near approach unto God, 
who will be fanctified in them that come nigh him, if 
herein we would ſerve the Lord acceptably it muſt be 
with reverence and godly fear. | 


Q. How may wwe know upon r i our feur 


is ſerwile, or of the laviſh kind 

A. If it only reſpects the majeſty and power of God, 
and his awful rhreatnings, occaſioning the ſinner to 
dread him as an enemy, and diſpoſing Fim to fly from 


his preſence; and if the fear of God prevents the com- 


miſſion only of ſome groſs outward ſins, from the terror 


of hell and wrath, but ſtill leaves in the ſoul a reſerve 


ior certain ſecret beloved luſts, unknown to the worlds 


315 Q. When may we conclude on the other hand, that 


our fear of God is filial and reverential ? 


A. Our fear of God may be deemed filial, if it re- 
pects the goodneſs as well as greatneſs of God, his for- 


giving mercy and free promiſes as well as his dreadful 
chreatnings and juſtice; if it leads us to love him as a 
lather, to delight in his preſence, and to ſtand in awe to 
oficnd him by ſecret wickedneſe of any kind. Q. Why 


and this hope as the anchor of the ſoul, 


* 
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48 Of. Examination of Gracts 
Q. ItWhy is the graceof numil r v ſo neceſſary.here 
A. Becauſe we are quite unw-Tthy of the leaſt of all the 
mercies, and of all the truth which is here ſhown unto us. 
Q How may we know if as the elect of God, we have 
put on humbleneſs of mind ? 
A. If we account ourſelves the chief of 1 - are 
aſhamed of both our ſins and duties before God; and 
are grieved for our pride and ſelt-concett. 
ben may aue conclude that we are truly Ty Anus 
yUL ? 
A. If we have a grateful ſenſe of the leaſt of God's 
mercies, but chiefly of Chriſt his unſpeakable gift. 
Q. How may we know' if our ASSURANCE of God's 
love is well grounded? 
A. If it makes us more humble and ſelf. denied, excites 
to the protice of every commanded duty, and begets 
more ardent defires after fuller conformity to God here, 
and the complete enjoyment of him hereafter. 

220 Q. Hat are the marks of true rEACE, whichis 
another grace of the ſpirit ? | 

A. ir flows from juitification through faith in the 
blood of atonement, promotes a ſtated warfare with all 
known fin, and a fincere endeavour to pleaſe God, 
wich a conſtant fear of offending him. 

Q. Hoa may the FOY of believing, be diflinguiſhe 
from the laughter of fools ? 

A. The believer rejoiceth in -Chriſt Jeſus, and in 
what he has done, and is a doing ; as alſo his rejoicing: 
is this, the teſtimony and anſwer of a good conſcience ; 
and his joy is enlivening, enlarging, laſting, and ſanCtity- 
ing: whereas the oppoſite, is but for a moment, is fol- 
lowed with heavineſs, and at laſt everlaſting ſorrow ; in 
ſhort it is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. 


Is not forgiveneſs of injuries, highly neceſſary upon 
Hub an occaſion ? © 


A Certainly: we muſt not keep this feaſt with the 
leaven of malice and wickedneſs. We are required 
thereſore firſt to be reconciled to our brother, and then 
to come and offer our gift. 


Q. When do wwe inderd forgive thoſe who treſpaſ s & 
n us ? 


A. When 


Of Eaiaivivgniis of Obediencb. 49 

A. When we ſtudy to forget as well as forgivè the 
oſfence, conſidering how prone we ourſelves are to of- 
tend both God and man; and if we can now love thoſe 
hy injured us as brethren, aid be Wee nns 

or their ſalvation as well as our w] . 

"Q Are the a Y the Jbirit ſeparable from one 
another. s 

A. They are not, but and connefledas fo nay links 
in a golden chain; fo that if upon ſelf- examination, we 
ertainly perceive one or another of them in our hearts, 
and ſhining in our lives, we may ſafely conclude. that 
the whole group of them is there likewiſe, ee 0 

thers at the time may be leſs diſcernabe. 
325 . Why is new 0 8 iet neceſſary in order 
to right communicating © e- 

4. Becauſe without this, in ſpite of all dels to the 
ontrary, we may conclude that out ſtats is Chriftleſs, 
hat our graces are counterfeit and reprohate gold and 
filver, that we are yet enemies to: God in our hearts, 
that our factifices - are abomination before God, and 
that the wrath of God ſhall meritduly fall upon the 
Ffally impenitent and diſobedient. 


pres TW 


EW. 
s A. Recanſeit fowk Four new principl 5: faith and . > 
i ihftuenced by! ne w motives; the grace of God, and the 
love of Chriſt; is performed in a new manner by aſſiſtance 
of the fpirit of power and might; and is directed to nei 
ende, che glory. of God, and edification of others, 
. Flow is the new obedience of true believers wv 1s1- 
LY " diſtinguiſhed from the. appearances aud Neft Je: 
* others may made? 
It is UNIVERSAL, reſpedting; this: whole We 3 it 
: CUEARFUL, the Jaw of God being his delight; it is 
IuMEPlAaTE, the behevyer making haſte to keep the 


PERSEVERING, his heart being inclined - to b a9v "= 
5 God's ſtatutes alway even unto the end. 


2 Can the obedience of profeſſors be. ſincere. in other | 


en re, be ts, * habitually neglett this ordinance 5 
D 


/ 


of. It 


N Y 7 is the obedience * a0 rreivers called | 


commandments ; is performed with bunt x, fill 
n counting himſelf an unprofitable ſervant; and it is 


50 Of Meditation aud Prayer. 
A. It eannot be imagined; this being not only; 
duty equally indiſpenſible as others, but alſo a+ moft 
delightful and beneficial privilege. 
| Q. May one, who after ſelf-examination, is flill ; 
doubt concerning his ſtate, receive the ſacrament notayitl 
Sanding ? | 
A. He may; if he unfeignedly deſires to be found 
Chriſt; and to depart from iniquity. e 
330 Q. What ought we to MEDITATE 2½n, in pre 
 garing for the Lord's ſupper ? | 
A. Upon the greatneſs and glory of that God will 
whom we have to do, our own vileneſs and unworthineſs 
the freedom and ſtability of the new covenant, but in 
particular manner, let us here contemplate the loveo 
Chrift, the nature of fin, and the declaration that her; 
is given of the righteouſneſs and juſtice of God. 
> 12 How does the love of Chrift ſhine in the repreſent 
tron that is here madeof it? 
A. It appears in a moſt aſtoniſhing light, and as whi 
altogether paſſeth knowledge, being vented in ſuch man 
ner towards us, when we were enemies by wicked works 
Love unſollicited and unmerited brought him down fron 
the throne of glory, love cloathed him with our frail nz 
ture, love urged him on through all the painful ſteps 0 
his afflicted life; the water of trouble was never able t 
quench it, nor the floods of perſecution to drown it 
Love put the cup of trembling into his hands, and mad 
him drink the bitter dregs thereof; his love continue 
till he cried, It is finiſned. When he roſe again, love we 
His firſt expreſſion. Love carried him to the right- han 
of God, and there he ſtill ſhows his unchangeable atiec 
tion, by ever living to make interceſſion for us; and hi 
love will make him appear a ſecond time to our coin 
pleat ſalvation. N 5 . 
Q. In aubat colours does fin appear in the repreſentai 
of Chriſt e „ „„ 
A. Never did fin appear in ſuch black colours as whe 
It was written in a Saviour's ſweat, and tears, and blooc 
"The cries of infants, the pains of ſickneſs, the groans ( 
wretchedneſs, the agonies of the expiring, and all tl 
awful horrors of death, ſerve in ſome meaſure to wy 
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"of Meditatibn ard Prayer. 81 
what an evil and bitter thing fin is, which could have oc- 
caſioned ſuch effects; but in the ſufferings of Chriſt we 
ſee it to be indeed exceeding finful when he agonizes un- 

der the load of it, and is fore amazed, yea exceeding for- 
rowful even unto death. How ſhould we then bath fin, 
and ourſelves by reaſon of it, while we here ſee its abo- 
minable nature and rueful effects. 
Q. And how is the righteouſneſs of Gid tectaved in this 
@wſul tranſation ? 


A. In the light of this ordinance, we ſee the matter 
thus ſtated, that, | 


25 Die man, or juſtice mult ; unleſs for him 
| Some other able, and as willing, pay 
'0 The rigid ſatisfaQion,” — _ MaivrTon. 


Then faid Chriſt; Lo! Lcome, 1 delight to ds th will. 
MM Upon this, behold. the os, ſeverity-of God! He 

{pared not his o Son, but bruiſed; and put him to 
1M tiricf, yea, delivered him to the death for us all! See 
nll dere what a flaming ſword juſtice holds! And tremble to 
ell think that nothing but the Blok of God, himfelf, could 
ol expiate guilt, and ſuch a ranſsm deliver from going 


nll don to t 


he 
Q For Sa things are We tt PR rat, Aer An 
nicating? | 

A. For due preparation; for gracious ifitance and ac- 

ceptance, and tor pardon of fintul miſcarriages therein. 
335 Q. What is the danger of approaching. this ordi- 
nance, wwithout ſuitable preperation ? 

A. They who do fo, are in danger of eating 10 

drinking judgment to themſel ves. 

Q. What judgment do they expoſe themſelves unto ? 

4. To temporal ſtrokes, likewiſe to ſpiritual plagues, 

and if mercy prevent not, to eternal condemnation. 

Q. Dies unworthy communicating pollute the ordinance 

75 others ? 

4. No; He who eateth and Arinketk anvwragthily, | 
cateth and drinketh damnation to u1ms E r, only. | 
Gs Is the guilt of unworthy communicating unpardon- 

able? 

4, No; The blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from 

this, as from all other ſins. D-2 Q. What 
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flanding ? 


The cries of infants, the pains of ſickneſs, the groans 6 
wiretchedneſs, the agonies of the expiring, aud all th 


50 Of Meditation aud Prayer. 
A. It eannot be imagined; this being not only 


duty equally indiſpenſible as others, but alſo a+ my 


delightful and beneficial privilege. 
Q. May one, who after ſelf-examination, is flill ; 
doubt concerning his ftate, receive the ſacrament notayitl 


A. He may; if he unfeignedly deſires to be found i 


Chriſt, and to depart from iniquity. . 


330 Q. What ought we to MEDITATE on, in pre 


paring or the Lord's ſupper? 


A. Upon the greatneſs and glory of that God wii! 


whom we have to do, our own vileneſs and unworthineks 


the freedom and ſtability of the new covenant, but in: 
particular manner, let us here contemplate the love 


_ Chriſt, the nature of ſin, and the declaration that her, 


is given of the righteouſneſs and juſtice of God. 
| 12 How does the love of Chriſt ſhine in the repreſent 


lion that is here made of it? 


A. It appears in a moſt aſtoniſhing light, and as wha 
altogether paſſeth knowledge, being vented in ſuch man 
ner towards us, when we were enemies by wicked works 
Love unſollicited and unmerited brought him down fron 
the throne of glory, love cloathed him with our frail nz 
ture, love urged him on through all the painful ſteps c 
his afflicted life; the water of trouble was never able t 
quench it, nor the floods of perſecution to drown it 
Love put the cup of trembling into his hands, and mad 
him drink the bitter dregs thereof; his love continue 
till he cried, It is finiſned. When he roſe again, love w 
His firſt expreſſion. Love carried him to the right- han 


of God, and there he ſtill ſhows his unchangeable affec 


tion, by ever living to make interceſſion for us; and hi 


love will make him appear a ſecond time to our co 


pleat ſalvation. | | | | 
Q. Inwhat colours does fin appear in the repreſenta! 


ef Chriſt crucified ? © 


A. Never did fin appear in ſuch black colours as whe 
It was written in a Saviour's ſweat, and tears, and blooc 


awful horrors of death, ſerve in ſome meaſure to git 
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what an-evil and bitter thing fin is, which could have o oc- 
caſioned ſuch effects; but in the ſufferings of Chriſt we 
ſee it to be indeed exceeding | ſinful when he agonizes un- 

der the load of it, and is ſore amazed, yea exceeding for- 
rowful even unto death. How cohid we then Rath fin, 
and ourſelves by reaſon of it, while we here ſee its abo- 
M minable nature and rueful effects. 
Q. And how is the righteouſneſs of Gid declared in this 
auf wranſation ? 


A. In the light of this ordinance; we fee the matter 
a thus ſtated, that, 


« Die man, or juſtice muſt ; unleG for him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 
0 The rigid fatisfaRion.” — Mi L Ton. 


Then faid Chriſt; Lo! I come, delight to do th will. 
don this, behold the gy 7 ſeverity of God! He 
{pared not his owi Son, but bruiſed, and put him to 
1M wick, yea, delivered him to the death for us all! See 
nll dere what a flaming ſword juſtice holds! And tremble to 
1. think that nothing but the blood of God. himfelf, could 
n <xpiate guilt, and ſuch a OR deliver from going 
nll down to the ond 

Q. 8 aH things are we th PR AX, a chm 
nicating ? | 
4. For due preparation; for gracious aſſiſtance and ac- 
ceptance, and for pardon of ſinful miſcarriages therein. 
335 Q, What is the danger of approaching this ordi- 
nance, <without ſuitable preperation © 
A. They who do ſo, are in danger of eating ag 
"rinking judgment to themſelves. 
Q. What judgment dothey expoſe themſelves unto ? 
4. © edel ſtrokes, likewiſe to ſpiritual plagues, 
ed if mercy prevent not, to eternal condemnation. 
Q. Dees unworthy communicating pollute the ordinance 
6 others ? 
A. No; He who eateth and drinketk wendy 5 
cateth and drinketh damnation to Ius EH, only. 
. Is the guilt of. unworthy communicating. unpardon- 
A, No; The blood of jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from 
this, as from allother ſins. D 2 Q. What 


52 Of our Exerciſe at the Lord's Table. 
Q. What is required of them who receive the Lord's 
ſupper, in the inflant of communicating ? 

A. Affectionately to meditate upon the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, to feed upon him by faith, and to renew cove- 
nant with God, and love to all the ſaints. 

* What is it to renew covenant with God at his 
table: | | 

A. To receive Chriſt of the new, who is given for a co- 
venant of the people, and in fo doing, again to ſurrender 
ourſelves to the Lord, to be his only, wholly, and forever, 
Q. What is it to ſurrender ourſelves to the Lord, to be 
His ONLY? „ | 

A. To be his in oppoſition to all rivals and compe- 
titors, ſuch as ſin, Satan, and the world. 

Q. What is it to be bis wwoLLy? 

A. It is to devote ourſelves deliberately, chearfully, 
and ſincerely to be the Lord's, in all that we are, ſoul 
and body; and all that we have, whether gifts, graces, 
or worldly comforts. _ OED „ 

Q. bat baſe ends ſhould we guard againſt when te- 
ceiving the Lord's ſupper ? © 5 N 
A. Every one ſhould be aware of ſuppoſing that here- 
by he atones for paſt fins, or can cloke any wicked prac- 
tice he is now living in, or purchaſe heaven; not to be 
influenced merely by common cuſtom and faſhion, to 

in a good name, or to pleaſe miniſters and friends. 

Q_ 1s not ſelf-examination neceſſary after, as well as 
before the ſacrament ? he a 2 

A. Yes; we are ſeriouſly to conſider, how we have 
behaved ourſelves therein, and with what ſucceſs. 

345 Q. If upon. enquiry it is found we have profited 
thereby, how ought wwe to carry ? e 

A. We are to bleſs God for it, beg the continuation 
thereof, watch againſt relapſes, fulfil, our vows, and en- 
courage ourſelves to a more fr quent attendance on that 
ordinance. | OY 


Q. But if we find no preſent benefit, how: then foould 
we demean ourſelves ® _ 3 

A. We are more exactly to review our preparation for, 
and carriage at the ſacrament; wait for the fruit of it in 
due time, and attend on the fame ordinance afterward, 


- 


with mare carg and diligence, N 


Of our Behaviour after communicating. 53 
QI bat are the advantages of worthy comniunicating? 
A. This ordinance is an inſtituted means of making 

believers farther partakers of Chriſt, and for conveying 

the ſupplies of the Spirit to them for their wilderneſs- 
ſtate, Here, we have our tears dried up, and with joy 
draw water out of the wells of ſalvation; and like Elijah 
travelling to the mount of Horeb, receive from time to 
time our ſpiritual proviſion, in the refreſhment of which 
we may hold on our way, and wax ſtronger and ſtronger, 

till we come 10 the mount Zion above. 1 
Q. Has not this ordinance then, as all others, a direct 

tendency to promote progreſſion and perſeverance in evan- 

gelical holineſs ? / 

A. That it has, without doubt. If our corruptions 

are ſtrong, here is grace to mortify them; here we are 

taught and do receive humility, to ſupplant pride; 
heavenly mindedneſs, inſtead of the ſpirit ot this world ; 
and purity to the deftructicn of fin. Are our graces all 
feeble and weak? where thall we blow the ſinoaking flax 
into a flane, if not here, where every thing conſpires to 
confirm our faith, to enliven our hope, to kindle 
our warmeſt affections, to enlarge our charity, tò inſpire 
our zzal, to teach us meekneſs, to quicken our langour, 
to encourage our perfeverance, to excite our thankful. 
neſs, in ſhort to work in us every divine temper and diſ- 
poſition ? This bleſſed ordinance is deſigned to ftren- 
gthen us mightily in the inner man, to ſupport us under 
all diſcouragements without and fears within, that we 
may go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, from grace to grace, 
till we come to that place where we thall go from glory 
to glory. 7 


. How m iy we know if our communicating has been 


altogether unworthy ? 


A. In general, if we have been renewed by grace ; 
more particularly, ignorant, precipitate, carnil, hypo- 
critical, malicious, ſtupid, ſelfiſh and hopeleſs communi- 
cating are ſo unſuitable as to make perſons guilty of the 
body and blood of the Lord. g 

350 Q. M hat is the moſt proper exerciſe for Chriſtians, 
immediately after retiring from à communion table ? 

A, In ſecret devotion we thould fay amen to all fir 

| | D 3. | hath 


54 Of Chriff's ſecond Appearance. | 

bath paſſed in public; renewing before God the ſolenm 
Tenunciation of ſin, and choice of Chriſt, which we have 
made, and the hearty purpoſe we have of abiding by it, 
We ſhould admire the condeſcenſion and grace which we 
have experienced, ſilently adoring what is too big for ut- 
terance. We ſhould praife God with joyful lips for all 


his benefits. We ſhould maintain an humble ſenſe of 


our great imperfeCtions in all our ſervices. We ſhould 
rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and in the freth teſtimonies of 
his love towards us. We ſhould depart with freſh 
courage to fight the good fight of faith; and with in- 
creaſing deſires after the kingdom of heaven. 

Q. How ought thoſe who are communicants to demean 
themſelves in their daily walk, before God and the world ? 

A. We ſhould hold faſt our profeſſion without weaver- 
ing, carry about with us the dyingof the Lord Jetus, and 
conſcientiouſly perform the duties of our reſpet᷑tive ſtati- 


ons and relations, both to thoſe of the ſame family with 
us, and to thoſe who are arouad us in the world. 


Q. How ſhould the fincerity 0 f profeſſors appear, inthe 


mutual conduct of domeſtichs ?. 

A. We ſhould ſhow our fidelity to Chriſt by c our love 
one toward another, manifeſted in the careful perform: 
ance of relative duties; the maſter ruling with gentleneſs, 
the ſervant labouring with chearfulneſs and fidelity; the 


Huſband kind and tender, the wife loving and meek; the 
Father mixing paternal affection with correction; the 


child manifeſfing filial love with dutiſul ſubmithon and 
ſo in every dale. | 


Q How ſhould cl: 111 adorn their profeſſan i in con- 


&er/e with Mankind 8 

A. In the uprightneßꝭ of all our dealings, in the meck- 
nets of converlation, in being temperate in all things, 
more loving and {piritual, as having our converſation in 
heaven, from whence we look for the Saviour. 

Q. What means may be moſt conducive toward preſerv: 
71% the influence of this ordinance upon our hearts ? 

A, Weſhould be watchful in all things, pray without 


as. give good heed to the word written and preach | 
ed, nd trequent the company of lively Chriſtians. 


%% Q. Is the efficacy of this ordinance limited to the 
HE fi its © adminiſtration * 4. By 


4 
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Of Chriſt's glorious Appearance, 55 

A. By no means; This, andthe other ſacrament too, 
ought to be improved through the whole of our lives 
for all the purpoſes of reſiſting temptation, mortifying 
indwelling corruption, and for growing in holineſs and 
communion with God. | | 

Q. When ſhall it be made appear who are, and who 
are not worthy communicants #7 < 

A. At Chriſt's ſecond appearance and kingdom, he will 
ſeparate between the wiſe and fooliſh virgins, the ſlothful 
and diligent ſervants, the ſheep and the goats; and will 
declare even concerning many, who had eat and drunk in 
his preſence, that he never knew them; but every fin- 
cere believer ſhall be received into the Joy of our Lord. 

Q. Is his coming again then, anevent abſolutely certain? 

4. The very words of inſtitution refer to it; and this 
the holy men of God aſſerted all along as infallibly cer- 
tain, Chriſt himſelf oft comforted his diſciples with the 
proſpect of it, and forewarned his enemies of their danger 
then; and the angels who attended his aſcenſion alſo 
taid, This fame Jeſus who is taken up into heaven, 
SHALL CCME AGAIN in like manner, as ye have ſeen 
him go inte endes. 8 5 

Q. Inwhat MA NN ER will he appear the ſecond time? 

A. Quickly, as in the twinkling of an eye; unex- 
pectedly, as a thief in the night; openly, every eye 
ſhall ſee him; and with power and great glory. 

Q. What is that great glory in which he will come ? 

A. He will come in his own glory, and in his Father's, 
and in the glory of all bis mighty angels. ; 
360 Q. What may be the immediate forerunners or 
concomitants of the glorious appearance of the great God 
our Saviour. | | - 1 

A. Dreadful commotions in this lower world; ſome 
bright appegrance, called the ſign of the fon of man; ha 
ſhall deſcend too with a great thout, and all who are in 
their graves ſhall hear his voice; the trump of God, and 
voice of the archangel ; whereby the general aſſembly 
thall be ſummoned together; flaming fire ſhall devour 
before him, and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous. 


Q: To whom ſhall this glorious appearance of Chriſt be : 
0 


terrible? 
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have called themſelves Chriſtians, but have not obeyed 


50 Of Chriſt's glarious Appearance. 
A. To all infideis, and ungodly ſcoffers; to all who 


the goſpel; to ſuch as are now aſhamed of him, and of 


his cauſe and people ; and to all ſlothful and unprofitable 


ſervants, who inſtead of improving their talents, ſay in 
their hearts, the Lord delayeth his coming, and tha!l be- 
gin to ſmite their fellow- ſervants, and to eat and drink 
with the drunken, the Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in 
a day that he looketh ndt fox him, and thall cut hum a- 
ſander, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites; 
there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 
Q. Why do the ſaints ſo much love, hok and pray for 
this glorious advent? Re ables 4 
A. Becauſe of the great honours, which ſhall then be 
confered upon them; becauſe of the raviſhing and 


transforming ſight they ſhall then have of him; becauſe 


of the complete victory and triumph, they ſhall then ob- 
tain; and becauſe they thall thereafter be ever with the 
Lord, beholding and tharing of his glory. 


Q How are we to prepare for theſe awful futurities 9 

A. Wear. required to give all diligence to make our 
calling and election ſure; to win Chriſt now, that we 
may then be found of him in peace; to havitual repen- 
tance, that our ſins may be blotted out waen the time 
of refreihing comes from the preſence of the Lord; fre- 
<uently to judge ourſelves, but. no other; paticntiy'to 
bear the holy will of God, and even injuries rom wicked 


men; to abound in acts of charity and beneficence to men, 


but eſpecially to thoſe who are of the houſhold of faith; 
and in fine to be holy in all manner of converſation. 
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OF THAT 


i Solemn Mode of public Admiſſion of 
ouNd COMMUNICANTS 
7 | a , 0 : 


TO THE 
I TxnaLts: 
| Pradtifed in the Parim of 1 


FFC 
: e e 02 
— 
a The miniſter and elders having each ſpent ſeveral days 
i With candidates for admiſſion, in examining, exhorting, 
1 and praying with them ; thereafter, at a joint meeting, 
| they conclude upon who are to be taken forward, and 
10 Whoſe admiſſion is delayed for that time; which j udgnent 
1 is duly intimated to the parties. Then, upon a week 4 
day, a ſermon is preached ſuitable to the occaſion ; and 
| after that, the liſt of young people is called, and each 
comparing, all ſtand up immediately before the pulpit. | 
——Upon this, the miniſter addreſſes them in ſome | 
e | 
N XE are told that the Lord looketh down from Hea- | 


ven upon the H RE N of men, to fee if there 
was any that did underſtand, and ſeek God, May we not 
therefore ſay concerning you, this is (part of) the gener - 1 
tion of them that ſeek him, that ſeek thy tace, O Godot « | 
Jacob ? And remind you of his gracious proiniſe, if ye ſeex 
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58 Of the Admiſſion of young Communicants. 
him, he will be found of you? 1 love them that love me, 


and they that ſeek me BARLY ſhall find me? What a 
charming thing is ic to ſee a young perſon, ſeparating him- 


ſelf from a croud of finners, of the ſame age, rank and 


ſtation as himſelf, nobly riſing above the temptations of 
bis younger years, and devoting himſelf to God through 


Chriſt, and minding the great concerns ofeternity ! None 


have more gracious invitations to come to Chriſt, than 
young ſinners ; and none have greater reaſon to expect 
nearneſs to God, than young ſaints. The meaning of 
your appearing here to-day, and ſoon after this at a com- 
munion table, is, that you are no longer halting between 
two opinions, whether you will follow an holy and religi- 


ous courſe, or walk according to the courſe of this world, - 


J hope therefore you are now come to a point, and reſolve 
that whatever others do, as for you, you will ſerve the 
Lord, having avouched God in Chriſt to be your God 
and portion for ever. When early religion is thorough 


and genuine, it is uſually warm and vehement, and much 


ſatisfaction is to be expected at this period. Who can de- 


ſcribe the fervour ofa f iRS T love? The firmneſs of the 


nEGHNNI NS of conſidence? The kindneſs of youTn, 
and the love of eſpouſals, when the ſoul is firſt devoted to 
the Redeemer? try what of this you feel at preſent, 


and carneſtly ſeck higher meafures of it, this enſuing ſo- 


jemnity. You know,, it mutt be but a very ſmall matter, 
to appear grave for a little before us or thorough the whole 
of this occaſion, which is the firſt of the kind to you; we 


are only ſervants and fellow creatures, but the Lord 


ſcarcheth the heart: aud curſed be the deceiver, eſpeci- 
ally he Who is fuch, when vowing unto God in fo ſoſemn 


_ 4 manner as you are about todo. And rherefore in light 


and preſence of the all- Kcing and heart-ſearchingJehovah, 
who cannot be deceived, and who will not be mocked, I 
propoſe the following queſtions unto you, as containing 
the ſum of your engagements, and require not only your 


outward aflent to cach before this congregation, but alſo 


and more eſpecially your inward conſent thereunto before 
God: e 
I. Do you believe the holy ſcriptures of the old and 
new Teſtament, to be indeed the word of God, and Tc: 
itument of Chriſt; the charter of your privileges, the 


Of the Admiſſion of ung Communicants. 589 


„only infallible rule of faith and practice, and the rule by 


a IK which you are to be judged at the laſt day? 


I II. Agreeable thereto, do you believe in God the Fa- 


d ther almighty, the maker of heaven and earth and all the 
tf noſt of them, who is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in 


h all perfection, bleſſedneſs and glory, and whoſe kingdom 


ie and providence ruleth over all 7 


* 


n III. Do you believe in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son our 
& Lord, who came from the boſom of the Father to ſeek 


of ¶ and fave loſt ſinners, to redeem them from ſin and miſery, 


n- and to bring them into a ſtate of ſalvation by fulfilling all 


\ 


en Þ righteouſnets in their ſtead, in his birth, hfe and ſuffer- 
t- ings even unto death? | | 


d. Iv. Do you believe in God the Holy Ghoft, the third 
ve I perſon of the glorious and ever-bleſſed trinity, as the 


he great ſanctifier of his church, an applier of the redemp- 


ch truly acceptable to God * 


de- V. Are you convinced that you are ſinners by nature 


the and by practice, and as gailty criminals in the ſight of 
H, God, are ina loft and peri 
Ito image of God, and liable to his wrath and curſe, and cane 


nt, I not by any endeavours of your own extricate yourſelves ' 


ſo- out of this deplorable ſtate of fn and miſery. 


ter, VI. Do you trom the battom of your heart, approve 
ole Nof and acquieſce in God's covenant of grace and peace, 


which he entered into from eternity with his choſen, and 
ord which is now exhibited and put to you in the goſpel-call 


eci- Hand offer; and accordingly avouch God for your God 
emn and portion, Chriſt as your ſurety and Redeemer and the 


ght Holy Ghoſt as your guide and ſanctifier; and refolve 
to abide by this choice while you live? = 
VII. On the other hand, and in terms of the ſame co- 
'enant, are you content and willing to be and live, as his 
edeemed ones, to devote yourſelves to him as his peculi- 


rorld: and delire to have all this ratified and ſealed by 


the our partaking of the Lord's Supper ? 


ol ion purchaſed by Chriſt, without whoſe gracious aſſiſt- 
ance you Can do 8 that is ſpiritually good or 


ing condition, deprived of the 


people, his ſervants and willing ſubjects; and are re- 
ſolyed through grace to evidence the truth and reality of 
nis profeſſion by a Ready and uniform practice of new o- 
bedience and an holy life, as long as you live in this 


an 
4 


60 Of+ the Admiſſion of young Communicants, 
VIII. Do you now own the obligation of your baptiſm- 
al vows and engagements to be the Lord's, and acknow- 

ledge the equity and reaſonahleneſs of what your parents 
did for you ininfaacy by preſenting you to Chriſtian bap- 
tiſm ; and is it not your intention by coming to the Lord's 
table at this time to renew theſe vous more explicitly e- 
very one for himſelf, by making a voluntary dedication of 
yourſelves to God, to be his only, *wholly, and for ever 
ani to love, fear and ſerve him waile you live? | 
IX. Is it not your intention farther by coming to this 
holy ordinance to remember the dearh of Chriſt accord- 
ing to his command, to thew it forth till he come again, 
and to ſhew your love to him who died for your and your 
love to all ſaints; and fo to keep this feaſt with the un- 
leavened breed oi ſincerity and truth ? 1 

X. Is it not your fixed purpoſe io cleave to God's co- 
venant, and whatever others do in the world, you will, 
by divine grace, ſeek and ſerve the Lord your God, and 
him only; renouncing all other lords ak maſters, parti- 
cularly the devil, the world and the fleſh, you will 
cizave to him with full purpoſe of beart, and endeavour 
after new obedience? _ . 

XI. Do you accept of Chriſt's people for your beloved 
friends, firinly reſolving to join his little flock, notwith- 
ſtanding the hatred and reproach of the world, account- 
ing the rizhteous the excellent ones of the earth, in whom 
you delight; and purpole through grace not to follow 
the multitudę to do evil, but reſolutely to avoid all temp- 
tations and ſnares of evil company, faying with David, 
depart from me ye evil doers, for i witi keep the com- 
mandments of my Gd? N 

XII. Finally, is it not your fixed refolution to take up 
your crols and follow Chritt and his holy religion whate- 

ver may befal you, or whatever difacuitics you may meet 
with in the world: to fight the good fight of faith againſt 
all your enemics, watching and itriving againſt all temp- 
tations to, and occaſions of un whether of omiſſion or com- 
miſſion 2 and in thort, That denying all ungodlineſs and 
worldly latts, you live ſoberly, Tighteoufly and godly in 


this prefent world, till God thall be pleaſed to take you 


gut ot it by death? Sh, 
Ieh baren gad earth to record this day, that I have 


wa, (© way 
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ſet betore you life and death, bleſſing and curſing : and 
that you (profeſs to) have choſen life, that you may love 
the Lord your God, and that you may obey his voice, and 
that you may cleave unto him. Yea, you. are witneſſes 
againſt yourſelves, that you have choſen the Lord to ſerve 
him. If there is joy in heaven over one man that re- 
penteth, and the Father rejoiceth ſo much over the return 
of one prodigal, what joy may we ſuppoſe, will the pre- 
ſent appearance yield to the holy angels? And | am cer- 
tain the day of eſpouſals is the day o! the gladneſs of | 
Chriſt's heart, and the friends of the bridegroom rejoice. 
greatly likewiſe. It would be an aditionl itrength and 
beauty, as well as joy to this congregation, if you who are 
now admitted to full communion with us hall prove fo 
many holy Chriſtians, and uſeſul members oi ſociety whilſt 
you live, and carefully tranſmiꝭ the peculiar truths of Chri- 
ttianity to the race that is to come. Let me now recom- 
mend earneſtneſs in religion to you, not only for your 
greater profit, but to prevent apoſtacy. Believe it, a 
little religion is a very hard thing to hold. Unleſs you 
make God's ſervice your choice, you will not long carry 
it for your burden. You cannot therefore too frequent- 
ly and explicitly bind yourſelves to be the Lord's ; and 
having done fo, reſt not in your promiſes to him, but in 
his promiſes to you, where alone your ſafety lies. See 
Jer. xxxii. 38, 39, 40. Ezek. xi. 19, 20. xxxvi. 27. 
Encouraged by ſuch great and precious promiſes, ſtudy 
to follow the Lord fully, walking in all his ordinances 
and commandments blameleſs. Let me caution you a- 
gainft both laxaeſs of principles, and looſeneſs of morals. 
Beware then of theſe modern anti-evangelical principles 
which have little or no reference to the perſon and of- 
ces of Chriſt, and the operations and graces of the holy 
Spirit, Relying therefore habitually and only on the 
prieſthood of Chriſt, - his atonement and intercetlion ; 
irmly believe, hold faſt, and earneſtly contend for the 
doctrines which this great prophet hath delivered; and 
yield unfeigued ſubmiſſion to his will of grace in the goſ- 
pel, his will of precept in the law, and his will of pro- 
vidence in your lot. Remember that whom he did fore- 
know, he did predeſtinate to be conformed to the 

iNAGE. and EXAMPLE of his Son. 1 only further read 


G2. Exbortation to non-Communicants, | 
to you the following apoſtolic admonitions, which lea 
with your conſciences, 1 Tim. vi. 11. 2 Pet. ii. 20 
a1 Ut. 155 i. Jude ver. 24, 26. | 
Let me now drop ſowe exhortation to thoſe, who 
though come to years, have never yet thought of apply 
ing for admiſſion to the Lord's ſupper; or who, having 
deen admitted, have quite loft ſight of their profeſſo 
and turned their back upon this rdinance. But few d 
theſe | know, give attendance on ſuch occaſions, ani 
but few of them will take the leiſure to peruſe any thing 
upon this ſubject. A finutty ſong over a ſocial glaſs 
theatrical performances of the obſcenc kind, a trifling 
romance, the mid-night, bowl, the card-table, &c. ar 
accounted the beſt entertainment by the lovers of plex 
Fure ; whilſt a lucrative bargain, an enlarged and ſuc 
-ceſsful trade, the improvement of the farm, &c. are the 
"higheſt gratitications to the covetous and worldly mind 
ed. Doubtleſs however, the ſervants of religion mu 
not ſhun, to declare the counſel of God. 'The word 
of a friend are always dear, but his dying words eſpeciall 
apt to dwell upon the mind and to neglect his laſt com 
nrands would be a ſure mark of having no friendſhip fot 
him. Now. this is evidently the caſe with thoſe whe 
wait not upon this ordinance, to remember the Lord 
death till he come. They confeſs that they have no friend 
ſhip for him, by their diſobedience to the things be hat 
commanded them, They live in the allowed negleR o 
a poſitive precept, and thereby bring down upon them 
ſelves the reward of tranſgreſſors, who deſpiſe the com 
mandment oi the Lord. And that you may fee it is nd 
ſmall oft-nce this, do but obſerve the heavy wrath ol 
God denounced againſt thoſe who neglected to celebrate 
the paſſover to which our communion anſwers, THAI 
SOUL Wi: TO BE CUT OFF FROM AMONC 
h ProPLE. Now if they. which deſpiſed Moſess 
law died without mercy, of how much ſorer puniſhment 
Ye-»0ſe ye, thall ye be thought worthy if ye negleRt ſo 
Jraat ſalvation! Be exhorted therefore, you ſinners who 
are at eaſe in Zion, to prepare for this ordinance by fe- 
ceiving Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, as he is offered in the got 
pel. Do nut you want a pardon? is adoptiona deſpicable 
Privilege? is ſpiritual joy an inſipid pleaſure ? or the git 


Erxbortation to Communicants in general. 63 
of God's ſpirit an unneceffary aſſiſtance ? Are not all the 
fruits ef our Lord's death and paſſion bleſſings ſuitable to 
your neceſſity ? Say now, have you no ſenſibility of the 


amazing love of Jeſus, who lived, who bled, who groan- 


ed, who wept, who ſuffered, who died for finners? Will 
you obſtinately forſake your own mercies, deſpiſe the 
goſpel-ſalvation, account the blood of the covenant an 
unholy thing, and do deſpight to the Spirit of grace! 
But if love will not move you, at leaſt let fear diſmay 
you. . Conſider what it is to be an out- caſt from heaven, 
to be a ſtranger to God's covenant, an enemy to Chriſt, 
to be marked out for the divine vengeance, to be with- 


the ſtorms of eternal wrath, to be baniſſied God's pre- 
ſence, to be caſt into hell, and have your portion with un- 
believers; yet all this, fearful and tremendous as it is, 
lies againſt you. Thou. even thou art the man. Not 
having union wite Chriſt, you are as a branch dried up 


and they are burned, Now, conſider this, you that for- 
get God, left by ſlighting the Saviour he be provoked to 
give you up, and you die in your ſins, neither ſprinkled 
with his blood nor clothed with his righteouſneſs, nor 
partakers of his Spirit, and at laſt he tear you in pieces 
when there is none to deliver. 

A few words to the whole body of communicants. 
Theſe things have 1 written to ſtir you up to a diligent 
and evangelical preparation for our Lord's Supper. At 
the ſame time be exhorted not to reſt on the ordinance 


member it is not merely cleanſing the outſide, it is not 
the abſtaining from groſs figs only, it is not ſaying fo 


or being ſtrictly regular and devout for a little before and 
after the communion, that can prove you to be real Chri- 
ſtians. The work to be done is heart- work, not of the lip, 
ear, or knee. Evangelical preparation is, taking faſter 
and fuller hold of precious Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, 
and ſeeking the lively exerciſe of grace. None are meet 


| 


out a Saviour in the day of ſudgment, to be expoſed to 


and withered, which men gather and caſt into the fire, 


itſelf, or the exactneſs of your preparation for it.” Re- 


many prayers, or hearing ſo many ſermons extraordinary, 


to approach the Lord's Table who are not ſtudying daily 
to maintain communion with Chrift, and holineſs in all 
manner of converſation. And yet how many come to 
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Wn 61 Exbortation to Communicants in renal” 
this ordinance, Whole ordinary conduct - teſtifies againſt 
them, that they are filthy ſtill? How many who live ha- 
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bitually in pride and paſſibn, pretend to drink into the 


meek and humble Jeſus. How many whoſe 1upzrficial 


enquiries into theif hearts, thew they are afraid t go 
deeviy to work ? How many in the interval of theſe ſea- 


ſons let looſe the reins to worldlineſs and gratification ? 


And ſome, I fear, horrid to think ! ſuppoſe the mere act 


of communicà ing is the cancelling of paſt offences, and 
a clearing off the old ſcore, to begin a new. account. 


Certainly ſuch mult be in the gall of bitterneſs and bond 


of iniquity. And the like may be ſaid of thoſe who live 


in the habitual neglect of known duty, ſuch as fecrer 


prayer, family worthip, peruſal of the tcriptures, a ſtated 


attendance upon the miniſtrations or the word, &c. To 


neglect theſe, excepting ſome weeks beiore and after th: 
ſacrament, whilſt all the interval has been ipent in for- 
getiulneſs of God, and diſregard ot his ſervice, or in ſome 


courſe of vanity, care, or indulgence ; © what hardneſs 


and ſtupidity of conſcience is ſuch communisating ready 
to beget? Thus to eat and drink in God's preicrice, will 
at laſt iſſue in this, Depart from me, I never knew you. 
To conciude: None can pariake profitably. of the 
Lord's ſupper, who have not found acceptance with God, 


through the rightequſneſs of the Saviour, and in conic- 
quence experience the mighty power of his grace on their 
ſouls in habftually promoting a lite ot holinets and con- 
munion with God; 0! juſtice, love and peace with ali 
men; of tobrie:y and circumſpection in all manner of 


converſation. If you are in ſuch happy ſtate as this, then 


{hall this ordt1ance be as much to his.glory as to your 
comiort, and you thail find by bleſſed experience; that 
you may aot oniy coine but be welcome 1 | 

Tube wile is concluded with prayer for all theſe differ. 


7 


ent clajjes, particutarly for the young communicants, after 
which they are ſerved in tokens; TE « \ 


MN. B. In tws mode of admiſſion, no ſet form of word; 
is uted ; nor is a publicappearancelo inſiſted on, but that 
upon ſufficient reaſon, or particular deſire, individuals, 
elpecially old perſons, are frequently admitted in private. 
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5 Ti ; them, that they are filthy: 411? How many who hive. ha- 
 _  "bitbally in pride and paſſion, pretend to driak into the 


meek and-huithleJeſus. How many whoſe: jupe . 


\ : a \ehquiries intg el hearts, thew+ they are afraid t 


gdecpiy to wot Ho many in the interval of theſe = N 


Ns Jons let looſe the teins to. wotldlineſs and gratification ? 
And fone, IL fear, horrid to think ! ſuppoſe the mere ad 
of communicat ing is the cancelling of paſt offences, and 


a cleating off the old ſcote, to begin a new. account. 
Certainly tuch muſt be in the gall of bitterneſs and bond 


| .of i iniquit 7: And the like may be ſaid of thoſe who live 


in the ha itual neglect of known duty, ſuch as ſecter 


prayer, family worthip, peruſal of the ſcriptures, a ſtated 
attendance upon the miniſtrations of the word, &c. To 


_ negleRt theſe, excepting ſome weeks before and after the 
ſabrament, whilſt all the interval has been ipent in for: 


getfulneſs of God, and dilregard of his ſervice, ot in ſome 
courſe of vanity, care, or indulgence j O what hardneſs 
and ſtupidity of conſcience is ſuch communicating ready 
to beget? Thus to eat and drink in God's preſerice, will 
at lait iſſue in this, Depart from me; I never knew you. 

To conclude: None can partake profitably. of. the 


| Lond 's ſupper, who have not found acceptance with God, 


through the rightequſneſs of the Saviour, and in conie- 
quence experience the mighty power of bis grace on their 
fouls in habftually promoting a lite dt holinels and con- 
munion with God; ot juſtice, love and peace with all 


men; of fobriety: and circumſpection in all manner of | 


converſation. Ii you are in ſuch happy ſtate as this, then 


hall this ordinance be as much to his. glory as to your 


Comfort, and/ you ſhall find by bleſſed <xperidqees that 
* may not oniy come but be welcome 
be whole: is cone luded with prayer. for all theſe JT 


ent clalſes, particularly for the young unn after 
which they ate Jerved in talen 
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ads nor is a public appearanceſo inſiſted on, but that 


upon (ufficient reaſon, or particular deſire, individuals, 


all; old perſons, are frequently admitted ya 


